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To be a native of the fineſt country, and 
to live under the beſt conſtituted govern- 
ment upon earth, are ſubjects of congratu- 
lation which every Engliſhman born ſince 
the Revolution might, with the greateſt 

truth, appropriate to himſelf; but it is the 
peculiar felicity of the preſent generation to 
flouriſh under the reign of the moſt virtu- 
.. ous Prince that ever ſwayed the ſceptre, 
who conſiders himſelf as exalted by ſtation 
only above the meaneſt of his ſubjects, and 
equally accountable with the loweſt magi- 
741 ET | ſtrate 
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verſe for the uſe he makes of the eee 
he is. veſted with.; and when that authority is 
exerciſed by a Firſt Miniſter, raiſed, like the 
phoenix, from the brilliant embers of his 
great forefather, by the ſole influence of 
that aſſemblage of virtues which warms and 
enlivens the whole empire; who, erfibra- 
cing in his comprehenſive mind the whole 
ſyſtem of admintſtration, and diſdaining the 
| flow gradations of office, towered at once 
over the numerous fences raiſed by cautious 
ſolutely ſeiaed the helm of the foyndering 
State Veſſel, re- animated her deſponding 
crew, foddered her worm - eaten hull, re- 
paired her thattered.rigging, and ſtoered her 
in ſafety to the moorings of -dignity and 
Honour. Nor is our age {leſs diſtinguiſhed 
by the ſplendid talents and exalted. Charac- 
ters of the Rulers of our Church; for at 
what period could we reckon more able de- 
fenders of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, or 


1 


woe only" examples of des eber | 


thawthe Prelates who new fill the Biftiops? 
Beneh? —Might"je! net then ber expected 
W an age ſo" diſtinguiſhed for felieities 
would be equahy renowned for it, virtues; 
that: reſpect for gove merit; good Anfers, 


would have been its charateriſtics Such, 
however, is the unhappy complecti r 
che ' times, chat I hall rum no hazard of in 

curring che imputation of faſtidiouſneſs, by 
declaring that at no period ſince the Refor 


mation were any of” thoſe! characters leſs 


merited For; to leave the two firſt out of 
the preſent" conſideration, am I not juſti 

= wacker g that things ſacred were never 
lighted; nor the fundamental doctrines of 
ſeanity more generally queſtioned?— 
That Revelation which has 16 enlarged the 
faculties of man, opened to him a proſpect 

8 futurity, made him acquainted with 
the intellectual world, and given him know-' 
6 ledge 


andi a ſtrict attachment to religibus duties, 
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eee mak PR Aon - 
immateriality i is endeavoured to be wreſted 

from us by arguments which degrade -man 
from his. ſtation of only a little lotber —__ 
Aras ee work 
. periſb. : 
ee to Ateover his anead bels 
een effects, and to point out reme- 
dies for the malady, may be thought the - 
peculiar duty of the clerical order; but as 
all lawgivers, philoſophers, and moraliſts, 
have concurred in opinion that righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation, and that the virtue of the 
people is the ſtability of all governments | 
and the true / ſource of public proſperity ;. 

and all hiſtory informs us that the moſt re- 
-nowned nations roſe to greatneſs by their | 
probity of manners and a ſerious regard to 
religion, and that when they grew luxuri- 
ous, and deſpiſers of religion, they became 
BY | ſlaves 


immediate Wide adi virtue never 
4; nor neyer can, ſubſiſt without religion, 
it muſt be allowed an undeniable conſe» 


quence, thit the religion of a country 


ought to be " nn at 1 che e 


2 n en e e 


be deemed impertinent in a layman, who: | 


has ng: been in habits of political In». 
tion, to offer his aſſiſtance i in che diſ- 
euſſion of a ſubject of ſuch vaſt importance 
to the public proſperity and happineſs. 


Having been brought up a member of 
the Church of England, and early inſtruc- 


ted in the principles of Chriſtianity, to 
which I have always been zealouſly attach- 


* *. has neyer been my practice to ſeek 
. for 
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_ ba, on the contrary; my * 2 
; erſial ſubjects has bon con- 
fined! s the: eier in aha of e ee. 
eber for men of wn 
FLY 550 e Gate up - ity 1 
min}; eee. c ae or he ar- 
the: quotatiuns of hs anſwerers': and 
ſhould: I. in the purſuit of: my preſent un * 
dertaking, appear to coincide n eur 
them, I beg I may not be ſuppoſed-of their 
party; or ranged under the banners of any 
ſeck in oppoſition: to the eſtabliſhed religion, 
as my ſincere purpoſe and deſire is to reſtore 
and extend its influence, e e 
for e N 25 Fo 


The! 


* + The bnd 3 for propagating Fog Gol. 
pel, > of which 1 have been long a member, will, 1 
truſtz give full credit to this declaration. The three 

5 tracts 


— Mac 96d 


tion of its adverfarics, though ſeldom urged 
with much force as. Lindt put intothe 

mouth of Mr. Dechaine by ithe Author of 
i vealed. J want, ſays he, t 


— Heaven the neareſt way; nn 


be amy guide? —4 J will,“ ſays the 
Fan Prieſt; no one knows the way 
„ ſo well as J. em Have a care, ſays: the 


wy if you go with him, he will lead 
re A to the Devil. Follow * . 


4 


acts ien 14 how up twenty years ago, at 2 | 


ie of that moſt excellent. Prelate who was then Pre- 
ſigent, and preſented to them, are vouchers i in their 
pay hands for the truth of it; and as the ſubject of 
| two of theſe tracts has lately been much agitated, 1 


1 though 


have thought it- ns n n | 


— * by = A 4 ns — © C 

VT 9 2 , Tee A 2 : PO eng 0 

ä . e oY ny 
2 ——... : 


5 9 
1 N e 9 a Ss 5 5 © q —— : pron p : : — 
: TG ; PU ˙ on ne ne On e * ” » CO RO 
hy N 7 - . ROE Me 2 t NT P o 4 0 x 
3 : 8 . WW 30S W Ks may Lang Ws ar Er yy how's — 
ARSE n 


r 
> % > 
— — — — 0 


a eee, 
* 


N — 2 ern 


5 , n 5 l x F 

CNL TY IE IS OE Tay mnt want j C9 
* 5 — * —— £2 1 . — 
— 5 8 £2 a 4 


IDES 


- L F e N l f 
_ = 2" _— IS * 2 _ * : 
= — pd O55 dang 3 Teo. . — wh n . : — 

= 1 - < F jv 42 5 — 
- eee r Þ 249 2 K . 8 

* 3 n 42 . "ee 7 5 

. * - 
ER 


e 


8 8 <4 ras a Ione. 


* Tx 
COSI EE Ln 


x 8 1 OE 

Lac though you ſhut, your eyes, I will lead 
« youa pleaſant and ſho i cut: we ſhall be 
chere preſently,” — << Hold,“ ſayd the 
Scotch aden eo with that fel 
wee Une, | Babylon, and. pick your: poc- 
kette by the way.” — * Friend, ſtep with 
„ me, ſays the Quaker, and thee ſhalt 
40 Ame a lamp I Mien? 
* Pſhaw, there is no need of burning 
« « daylight,” fays the n . aG ; 
„ low, however, attempting to ſnuff the 
candle of Chriſtianity, hath put it out, 
„ and is as dark within as a dungeon; I 
% have the new /;ght, a ſecret that makes 
« the way to Heaven as broad and as ſnooth 
8 a turnpike.” — It is then well worth 
our molt ſerious conſideration whether the 
methods heretofore purſued as the means of - 
preſerving union are the moſt fit, and likely 7 
to attain that end, or whether ſome of them 
are not in a good degree chargeable. with. 
the diviſions with which we are thus: re» 
proached. 


— 


es, as reveals 


ed by God in the Hely eee eco 
no t the yn of belief, or the ſubs. 


w them by Anti ork Wer? 
entment againſt 
en ſuppoſe Giſh God 


5 party are or re 


m — e 
the Son, by whom we were created, ſhould 


dot have made that Will known in tetins 


Gofpel, or the writings of his Apoſtles; 


which were dictated by the He 
ſhould not be ſufficiently intelligible for 
the comprehenfion of all reaſonable men, 


but that it was neceſſary for 


C 


y Ghoſt; 


an affernbly 


; ted churchmen, four RE 


years 


* * 5 
* 
n hi FF (0 I 
oy Fa * 3 " _ x 
_ N . * * - n 
24 2 > FI" - t 8 . 
A n _ - 1 * b 
0 do ea Sana: os | 
C SK 8 N * 1 * 
= 4 = << CY « 
4 „ <2, — — -- bs 2 


* 
1 2 
8 * F 
8 2 ERA © Se” 
2 — * - we 2 


- 2 . * P 
wy + : 
2 W r 4 
44> a6 PE wy + , 
ogg mea 


f , 


(ww). 

years after, to frame expoſitions oY ſu- 
peradd articles of faith to thoſe which the 
Apoſtles had required their proſelytes to 


ſubſcribe to and believe, 18 certainly more 
reſpectful to human ſagacity than Divine 
preſcience; and the conſequenc ces of ſuch 
preſumption have ſhewn it to have been of 
human origin : for if the compoſitions of 
, theſe councils cquld have prevented or ſup- 
preſſed thoſe opinions which they deemed 
heretical, the very names of thoſe opi- 
nions would have been extin guiſhed long 
before the Reformation, and we ſhould 
now have known no more of them than 
we do of the tenets of the Druids; 3 but 
it happened with the councils' endeavours | 
to cure hereſy by freſh articles of faith as 
it is ſaid to happen with tinkers mending 
an old kettle, for one hole they ſtopped 
they made two: and 1 think I have rec- 
| koned up no leſs than ninety-ſix ſeveral 
 hereſies which have been at different times | 

condemned. 


condem i Wis have to thank God 
that ſuch e no longer ſubſiſt, and 

that fair argument and ſound reaſoning are 
the only means now employed to repreſs 
error and ſupport the truth; and the pen 
of a Hurd or a Horfeley i is found to be a 
more” effe 
than the anathema of a council or a freſh 
article foiſted into an old Credenda. With 
ſuch champions, it would be arrogance in 
me to enrol myſelf; but while they, with 


| a hoſt of able eccleſiaſtical combarants, are 


carrying the war into the enemy's quar- 
ters, and ſtrengthening the bulwarks of 
our Church, I may be not unuſefully em- 
For the information of my unlearned readers, 1 
| ſhall give here the names of the twenty-four which 
begin with the letter 4: — Abellars, Aciphale, - 
Adamites, Aginnians, Agnoites, Adnoites, Aginuii, 
Albanois, Alogians, Angelici, Angelites, Annomians, ; 
Andeans, Antidicomaſiani, Antimmians, Antitactes, 
| Apoſtolicks, Aquarii, Arckontiques, Anians, San- 
carrians, Acaciaus, eee Anarcmah. 


8 2 | ployol 


tual weapon for that purpoſe 


; Nayed-i in 0 into in internal 4 
ture, and examining into the correſpon- 
dence of all the parts with the baſis upon 
Wich it ſtands, This I humbly conceive 
is an employment for which a lay meruber 
of the Church is better qualified than an 
ecclefiaſtic ; for as the latter muſt, when 
he takes upon him the ſacred function, 
declare his aſſent and conſent to the n 
of the articles and liturgy, he would ex- 
poſe himſelf to the charge of inſincerity 
were he afterwards to find fault with any 
thing contained in them; and ſo having 
once made up his mind to an implicit ſub- 
miſſion to things as he found them, he 
never afterward ſuffers his judgement to 
exerciſe itſelf in an examination of their 
propriety and perfect conformity to the 
Holy Scriptures. Theſe ſhackles upon the 


judgement a layman is exempt from; and. 
as I have already made an avowal of my 

faith and principles, and declared my pur- 
poſe, I ſhall enter upon this very impor- 


tant, 


dat in 


3 (38. 1 1 
tant, and indeed awful, inveſtigation with 


Omniſcient Judge, and purſue it with that 
_ candour and freedom becoming one who 


| knows the value and feels the ſentiments 
of Chriſtian liberty, who reſpects all in 


authority, who reverences his ſuperiors in 
Church and State, who loves, nay almoſt 


a_— pee but nem his God 


the Church of England may be ſaid to give 
offence to real Chriſtians, who make the 


may be compriſed under four heads: 
The firſt, the retaining in its articles and 


liturgy things or expreſſions which the 


moſt orthodox Ps the Clergy think it ne- 


ceſlary to. explain away in the pulpit, or 


give a very different meaning to from what 


the words made uſe of convey in their or- 
dinary and uſual acceptation, For in- 


Nance, 


a of a ing in the preſence of an 


ly aus 10 e e kd 


1 
xr "4 


Z 0 14 * 
3 the ach article ays, « that origi- 
en 
«. nature of every man, &c.; and there- 
0. fore in every. perſon born into the . 
ah; it deſerveth God's prath and damnation.' 
Now who has not heard this doctrine ex- 
plained to mean only a — nature 
and a proneneſs to ill; and who has not 
heard the ſentence pronounced upon Adam 
far his tranſgreſſion defined to be a tempo - 
ral death only, or loſs of immortality, 
without any reference to a future damy!a- 5 
tion; and that conſequently, if the origi- 
nal offender was not ſo puniſhed, why ſhould: 
his unoffending deſcendants be obnoxious | 
to-it.—The 13th article ſays, that works 
« (without any exceptian) done before the 
« grace. of Chriſt and the inſpiration of- 
« his holy ſpirit, &c., d doubt not but 
« they have the nature of fin. But who- 


ever has been in a church when the biſ- 


wy of Cornelius's converſion has been 
| remarked. 


ts 1. pe 


acceptableneſs and. efficacy of good works 


ticle declares, © We are accounted righte- 
10 ous before God . only for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus « Chriſt, by 
CL Jaith, and not for our own. works or 
on .deſervings ;  wherefore that we are Jjuſ- 
<< tified by faith only, is a moſt wholeſome 
« doctrine, and very full of comfort.” 


Bur who has ever heard an atack upon | 
Methodiſm from the pulpit, .that has not 


heard, in ſtil ſtronger. terms than the 
words of St. James, that faith without 

wor kr il dead. In the Catechiſm, which, 
being a part of the Book of Common 
Prayer, is to be conſidered as containing 
the doctrines of the Church, we are taught 
to fay, « that the body-and blood of our 
10 Lord Chriſt are verily and indeed taken 
«6. * and mourned. by the Faithful | in the 


- ET a « Lord's 


marked. upon, muſt have heard of the d 


before the grace of Chriſt or the in- 
ſpiration of his holy £ pirit.— The 11th ar- 
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Lord's Supper *;” and in the exhort - 
ration of that Sacramenit 
wes are m 2 * if we eue n 


tion to the cele 


0 ad: Mood of Chriſt . avi 
« we ext and drink our own damnation ;* 


and we are called upon by the Prieſt who = 


l " /-thax 


aduüniſters, to confeſs out ow wunworth/- 
aefe, but notwithſtanding to pray that 


may ** ſo eat the fleſh of Jeſus C 
« and dtink his blood, that, by his body, 


our finful bodies may be made clean.“ 
And have we. not often heard the fame 


4 Minifter Wo fo ſolemnly repeats theſe ſeti- | 


| tences, excite his audience to a more con 


ſtant attendance at the communion” table, 


— 19 wins {wing hs 
Catechiſm, came to this anſwer, ſhe aſked me whe+ 


ther the body of Chriſt was dreſſed for them, or given 

to them raw; and, upon my telling her it was only 
eaten figuratively and ſpiritually, ſhe cried out, 
« Oh! then, I know the meaning of figuratively - 


K 


« and ſpiritually — it is verily and indeed.” 


by ada ein that the 
d by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to't 


. 


Corinthians means only ſelf condemnatin, 
and that their general unworthineſs 'will fort 


not expoſe them to incur it might pro- 


duce more inſtances under this head; but 


thoſe I 'Eave' mentioned are ſufficient 


prove the allegation; ; and I am neither 


„ 


| cenſuring 1 nor excuſi ing the practice. 


Under the ſecond head may be com- 
priſed ſuch things in the articles or litur- 


gy, which, perhaps, from a 6 defire to avoid | 


the danger of reforming too much, or to 


accommodate to the prejudices of men at 


the time, or from the fallibility of human 
reaſon i in thoſe who compiled the articles 


and liturgy, are not ftrictiy conformable to N 


che doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and cannot be literally proved from the 
Ne ew Teſtament. Two of the inſtances 1 
gave under the former head may with 

great propriety be elaſſed under this alſo, 


viz. what is ſaid of the ſacramental bread 


dumnat pro- i 
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ud wine in the Catechiſm * and Commu- 
nion t and of original ſin and of 


Works 


| * The moſt bigoted Papiſt could not deftre a 
ſtronger declaration ih favour of tranſubſtantiation 
| than the words I have before quoted; and the Abbe 


Man himſelf might communicate with the Church of 


England under the ſanction of their preciſe meaning. 
Yet ſurely, of all abſurdities that ever entered the 
brain of a zealot, that of tranſubſtantiation is the moſt 
glaring. To believe that Chriſt held his body in his 
| harid when he took the bread, and that when he gave 
it to the twelve Apaſtles to eat he actually went down 
the throats of all of them with it one after atiother, 
and, laſt of all, as Satan entered into Judas with the 
ſop, that Chriſt and the Devil went together down his 
throat, and that all this while Chriſt appeared to be 
ſitting in the midſt of his Apoſtles, and John leaning 
quietly on his breaſt, requires a monſtrous craw in- 
deed, and a ſwallow as wide as Judas's or the Abbe 
Man's. The legerdemain of' the Conjuror, who / 
pretended to hold his head | in his hana, pr to jump 
down his own throat, was nothing to this; and the bs 
poor Hypochondriac, | who fancied he had got the 
cobler and his workſhop in his belly, might plead the 
ans. of this article of Romiſh faith as a full 

.0 Þ juſtification 


its 19 ] 
| works before grace, in the 5 and an 


9 1 above recited. | Fe 


juſtification of his conceit, — Metaphorical or figu- | 
rative expreſſions, though they may be uſed with 
great propriety to convey an abſtruſe or hidden mean- 
ing, are very unfit to be introduced into articles or 
_ confeſfions of faith. The eating the fleſh and drinking 
the Blood of the Son of Man does not ſhock us, be · 
cauſe we are accuſtomed to the ſound of the words; 
but let us hear another Scripture metaphor, which we 
are not uſed to, propoſed as an article of faith, and 
we ſhall perceive our judgement to revolt at it. Da · 
vid deſcribes the providence of God over the righte- 
ous, by ſaying, He ſhall keep them under his wings, 
and they ſhall be ſafe under his feathers,” and the 
metaphor is eaſily underſtood ; but who would not᷑ be 
offended if he was required to declare his ſolemn be- 
lief that he was kept under God's wings, or that he 
was verily and indeed under God's feathers; and yet 
this metaphor is not more revolting than that of eat- 
ing fleſh and drinking blood. — How theſe expreffions ; 
came to be uſed by our Saviour, and afterwards by 
St. Paul, I once heard moſt ſatisfactorily accounted. - 
for by that moſt excellent and learned Divine, the 
preſent Biſhop of Bath and Wells, in a ſermon he 
VC 


* 


— 


(:@ 
In BY firſt of the thirty-nine articles : 
the following definition of the word God F 


18 


* 


apes about twenty years ſince at. St. George's 
Church; and as that. ſermon has not been publiſhed 


though I hope it, and many others of his Lordſhip's, 


will be, I ſhall venture to ſtate his argument as well 

as my recollection at this diſtance will enable me to 
do, and I truſt to his Lordſhip's goodneſs for pardon 
if I miſtake any thing. After ſhewing that it was . 
' the cuſtom of our Saviour to avail himſelf of every 


preſent circumſtance or occurrence to inculcate a pre- 
cept or recommend a duty, and mentioning the in- 
ſtances of his calling himſelf the living water from 


Heaven to the woman of Samaria who came to draw 
Vater, the bread to his Diſciples when they wanted 


bread, and the door, the ſhepherd, the vine, and ſo 
forth, upon other occaſiqns, his Lordſhip told us, that 
it was the cuſtom among the Jews, at the celebra- 


tion of the paſſover, for the maſter of the family to 


divide the paſcal lamb among his gueſts, ſaying to 
each, as he gave him his portion, This is the paſcal 
lamb, take and eat it in remembrance of the deliverance 


f from E gyptian bondage. Now as the paſcal lamb Was 


the type of Chriſt's ſacrifice of himſelf, and when 
* thing e was performed the type was to 
ceaſe, 


* 


. ar 1 

is given:. There is but one living and 
true God, without body, parts, or paſ- 
EL : e ſions, 


\ 


* e indksstäss t cs Piss ef Ki 


commemorat ion of what the type had prefigured, 


our Saviour, in conformity to che Jewiſh cuſtom, and 


to apply the paſcal lamb immediately to himſelf, takes 


the bread and wine, which were hereafter to be eaten 


and drank in commemoration of his death and our de- 

liverance thereby from the bondage of fin ind death, 
and gives them to his Diſciples in like manner as was 
done with the paſcal Jamb, only altering the form of 

the words to ſuit. the change in the thing given and 
the thing to be remembered; for, inſtead of ſaying 
take and. eat the paſcal lamb, in commemoration of 
the deliverance from Egyptian bondage, he ſays, 
| & Take and eat this my body, which is given for 


5 you, and drink this my blood of the New Teſta- 


<< ment, which is ſhed for you, and for many, for 
66 the remiſſion of ſins; do this in remembrance of 
& me, who am the facrifice typified by the paſcal 
& lamb, and am now going to lay down my life to 


' F* redeem you and all mankind from the bondage of | 


&« ſin,” The words, therefore, this is my body and 


| this i is my bleod, can be only underſtood to have the 
: ſame reference to the real body and blood of Chriſt | 
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« fions, of infinite power, wiſdom „ and 

1 nee, the maker and ar daa of 
| cc all D 


as the words ebis is the paſeal lamb were 1 | 
have to the very paſcal lamb which the Iſraelites had 


killed and eaten the night before they left Egypt, and 


no other, —This account, ſaid his Lordſhip, is by no 
means intended to leſſen the reſpect and reverence en- 
tertained for the ſacred ordinance of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, or to abate the hopes of ad- 
vantage from it. Thoſe who preſent themſelves at 
the communion table, earneſtly repenting of their fins, 
in love and charity with their neighbour, fully purpoſing 
10 lead a new life, following the commands of God, and 
walking henceforth in his holy ways, not truſting in their 
cron righteouſneſs, but in the manifold and great mercies 
of . Almighty God, and in that full, perfect, and ſufficient 
facrifice, oblatian, and ſatisſactien, made by his only Son 
Jieſus Cbriſt for the fins of the whole world, may rely 
upon the ineſtimable benefits of his death and paſſion, 
the remiſſion of their fins, and the ſirengthening and re- 
freſhing ef their fouls, by his grace and heavenly benedics 
tion. — I ſhall only preſume to add to this excellent | 
diſcourſe, that it ought to be remembered, that, al- | 
though a ſeven-day? ſolemn preparation was required 
of thoſe who celebrated the paſſover, yet the paſcal | 
ſupper 


3 
[ 23 J 


. all things both viſible and inviſible 3 and 
in unity of this Godhead there be three 
* perſons, of one ſubſtance, power, and 
«eternity, the Father, Son, and Holy 
« Ghoſt.” This definition clearly and 
perfectly correſponds with the command 


| ſupper was confidered as « fegf by the Jews, and thoſs 


who partook of it made a hearty meal. When, 
therefore, the Euchariſt came to be celebrated in ity 
room, the lovers of good cheer could not brook the 
fſubſtitution of a cruſt of bread for a lice of lamb, 
and ſuch of them as could afford it brought other 
victuals with them to eat along with it; and as the 
Euchariſt was always celebrated in thoſe times at 
every meeting, a habit of gluttony and inebriety was 
acquired by many of the new proſelytes. This was 
particularly the caſe of the Corinthians; and to 
their caſe, and ſuch as reſemble it, St. Paufs Epiſtle 
to them is to be applied: and the conſequences of 
diſeaſe and death, which he ſays had fallen upon 
them, being no other than the natural effects of glut · 
tony and drunkenneſs, which no Chriſtian can now 


be guilty of at the communion tabli, no Chriſtian has 1 


now to apprehend, however unworthy he my think 
himſelf, of TRE it, Ye 
of 


n 
. 
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of Chriſt recorded by St. Mathew, to 
_baptize all nations in the name of the Fu- 
lber, and of the Son, a and of the Holy Sb 
and the declaration of the Holy Ghoſt'by 
St. John, That there are thrce which bear 
record i in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy GH; and by St. Paul, in his 
dleſſing to the Corinthians, The grace of 

aur Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the love of 
God, and the communion US the Holy Ghoſt, 
ze with you all; except in the interpola- 
tion of the word perſon, which is not to 
be found in either of thoſe ſacred texts: 
but let any plain Chriſtian carry this 
definition with him to the Athanaſian 
Creed, and do his utmoſt to reconcile 
it with the curious diſquiſitions of the 
Deity it contains, and if he ſucceeds to 
his own ſatisfaction, he will do well to 
oblige the Chriſtian world with his diſ- 
covery, and I, for one, will thank him 
moſt ſincerely for it, as none of the nu- 
merous champions of that Creed have 


Ever 


1 231 


Gion. 
That enn . of God but 


the natural conſequence of it is, that no- 


thing ſhould be added to, or diminiſhed 
from, God's own declarations reſpecting 
himſelf by human authority, or, in the 

words of the 20th article, That al- 
though the Church be a witneſs and a 
4 keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it ought 
not to decree any thing againft the ſame, .- 

„ ſo, befides the fame, ought it not to en- 


« force any thing to be believed.” How, 


then, may I aſk, has it happened, that 


when Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles to 


baptize all nations in the name of the Fa- 


ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt, thus clearly expreſſing three diſ- 


tinctions in the Divine Nature, and ma- 
king them known to us under the rela- 


tions of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
2" = and 


ver been able- to recodicile- it to . con- 


what he has been pleaſed to reveal of him- 
ſelf, is a truth generally aſſented to, and 


£ ” HIRE 
a” 2 4 " — — 
» * 8 — . Wo * « po I; Fam, —— Nan 13 * — 
eee e — ha ö W949 Ge £84 A 
— 
1 


—ͤ—— ̃ —— I — : 
K * — — — oo» te; war ** 


—Z2—ñ— ——— —— — 2 Ae Ap CIA 


FS] 

and requiring our faith in them as ſuch. 
that the Church ſhould take upon it to add 
the words God and perfon to each of theſe 
| diſtinctions, and ſo to amend Chriſt's E 1 


ſtitution as to make him ſay, according to 


the en Creed, Baptize them in 


the name of the perſon of God the Fa- 


64; ther, the perſon of God the Son, and the 
© perſon of God the Holy Ghoſt,” and alſo 
to make St. John fay, that there are three 
perſons which bear record in Heaven, the 
perſon of God the Father, the perſon of God 


' the Son, and the perſon of God the Holy | 


| Ghoſt. To this queſtion, the true anſwer, 
'I bekeve, is, that divines are men of like 
paſſions with hymen, and that a general 


council being, as the 21ſt article expreſſes 


it, * an aſſembly of men whereof all be not 
<< governed with the ſpirit of God, may err, 


« and ſometimes have erred,” and therefore 
were as liable to faction and party influ- | 
_ ence as a Parliament; and that whoever. 


acquires power in factious times, will uſe 


W 


— 


1 * 1 


it for the * of their adverſaries and 


opponents. We do not now, thank God, 
Roe in ſuch times, and therefore I ſhall 
ſay no more upon this ſubject; but, I 
truſt, I ſhall live to ſee the Apoſtles? Creed 


in its primitive ſtate, the only Creed of the 


Church of England. I fay i in'its primitive 


ſtate; for I do not find any warrant for 
the modern interpolation of Chriſt's deſcent 


into Hell, as that place is conſidered by 
Chriſtians to be the place of puniſhment 
for the fallen angels and wicked men after 


judgement. The word tranſlated Hell in - 
the paſſage of the 16th Pſalm, which is 


quoted by St. Peter, I have been told (for 


I do not underſtand: Hebrew) is the ſame - 


which, in other places of the Old Teſta- 
ment, is tranſlated the p it, or the grave, 


or abyſs, and has no ſignification that de- 


notes. a place of puniſhment, and, indeed, 
it would be very ſtrange if it had ſuch a 


ſignification when its utterers had no ſuch 


conception ; for however the Phariſces, or 
— 2 


the 


1 1 1 
the generality of the Jews, — 


ſome notions of a future ſtate of rewar 
and puniſhments in common with the reſt 
of mankind, yet no reference is made to 
ſuch a ſtate in the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 
nor can I find in the Old Teſtament any 
mention made of the apoſtacy or puniſh- 
ment of the fallen angels, nor was the 
reſurrection of the body, which muſt of 
neceſſity be connected with the belief of 
ſuch a ſtate, ever revealed, nor, indeed, 
with any propriety could be, before the 
coming of our Saviour, who literallß 
brought a future life and immortality to 
light, by reſtorin g us to a condition of en- 
joying it. This prophecy of David's can- 
| not 


* The paſſage in Job, and the declaration of Mar- 
tha, which are cited as proofs of the belief of a re- 
ſurrection among the Jews, are no evidence of the 

fact; when the author of the Book of Job, and the 
5 period in which he writ it are aſcertained, it will be 
time enough to admit its authenticity, and even then, 

I much 


© © OO 
not the efore be A ſafficient- authority for 


our profeſſing our belief, that Chriſt deſ- 
cended to the place of the damned, nor 


does St. Peter's uſe of it imply ſuch a 
thing; for he applies it to Chriſt, drawing 


1 mobs doubt whether what he ſays of bis Redd 


can be fitly applied to Chriſt, or the renovation of 
his ſkin and fleſh to a reſurrection from the dead: 


but as that fine paſſage makes a part of the moſt af- 


fecting ſervice that ever was compoſed, and which 
has often, in my infancy, melted my heart within 


me, and raiſed my ſoul in ecſtaſy to Heaven, when 
repeated by that great ornament of the Church of 
Ireland, and faithful ſervant of his God, my dear 
and early friend, Dr. Skelton, as I walked with him 
before a corpſe to the grave; I ſhould be ſorry to 
_ deprive others of the like ſatisfaction, and will there- 


fore criticiſe it no farther. The other inſtance, Mar- 
_ .tha's declaration, may be fairly conſidered as the re- 
ſult of what Chriſt himſelf, or her brother Lazarus, 


who was much with him, had taught her; for we 


find, in the 5th chapter of St. John, ſix chapters 
before that in which her declaration is made, that 


Chriſt publicly taught in the Temple the © refurreAion | 


of the laſ day. 


a paral- 


— — te eng — 


FW had meant that his 3 thoula 
conceive that the ſoul of Chriſt was deli» 
vered from Hell, the place of the danmed, 

he ought to have ſhewn them that David's 
foul was ſtill here; and it is worthy ” 
remark, that when St. Paul quotes the 
ſame Pſalm to his audience, at Antioch, he 


goes no farther than the words, Thou ſhalt 8 


wot ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption, 
omitting thoſe of not leaving his' ſoul 
in Hell; and when he ſpeaks of Chriſt's 
bat e into Heaven, he ſay s, who is it 
that aſcended into Heaven but him that de- 

ſeended into the earth (not into Hell): if, 
however, Chriſt deſcended into Hell, that 
Hell muſt be ſome where below us; but as, 


according to the preſent philoſophy, there 


is neither above nor below, but in reference 
to the reſpective centers and ſurfaces of 
each body, therefore Hell, to be below us, 
muſt be in the center of our earth, and 
all 


„„ 6 3˙ ] 
all our voleanos may be ſuppoſed to be its 


chimneys, or poſſibly entrances into it: 
for we all have read that its gates fand open 


night and day; but if we are to believe 
that Chriſt or his ſoul went down into 2 
Hell, we ought to be told how he came 
back again to the ſepulchre, to riſe from 
' thence on the third day, which he cer- 
tainly muſt have done, unleſs we ſuppoſe, 
with the Chriſtolytes, to whoſe abſurd 
faith this foiſted article gave the occaſion, 
that. he left his ſoul and body behind him 
in Hell. But let us examine the fact as 
far as we are informed of it by the Evan- 
geliſts; St. Luke tells us, Chriſt ſaid to 
one of the thieves upon the croſs, This 
day thou fhalt be with me in Paradiſe ; and 
we are well affured that his body was laid 
in the ſepulchre, and remained there from 


Friday evening until Sunday morning: 8 


Now let me aſk the advocates for this 
ſurreptitious article, whether, if the ſoul 
of 2 went both to Hell and Paradiſe, 


| which 55 


1 


which they ſuppoſe it went to firſt? If to 
Hell, he muſt have taken the ſoul of the 
. thief along with him, who muſt 
have thought it at leaſt a rounid-about way 
to paradiſe, and entertained ſome appre- 
| henfions that his conductor had miſtaken 
| the road; and we may ſafely ſay, with 
the ludicrous poet, that he was the firſt 
c thief that found, and laſt that paſſed that 
« way” toit; indeed, upon this ſuppoſition, 
it would not be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
the impenitent thief might be of the party, 
ſo far as the going into Hell, as that was 
to be the place of his deſtination ; but if 
it be ſaid that Chriſt or his ſoul went into 
Paradiſe, - and leaving there the penitent 
thief, went down afterwards into Hell, 
the article ought to have been ſo expreſſed, 
and his aſcent into Paradiſe put ne his 


| deſcent 1 into Hell. 


Indeed I cannot conceive the reaſon its 

induced the Church to make Chriſt's - de- 

ſcent into Hell, an article of our faith, and 
5 e not 


| 1 es 

eee eee months 
Chriſt's n word for his going to the one, 
und only «duel prophecy of Dai, and 


ai ae unleſs it was for the fla of 
giving a little countenance to the gainful 
doctrine of purgatory; for the actual ſepa- 
tation of his foul and body, which I pre- 
eee eee eee 
would have been as effectually declared, by 
faying he aſcended into Paradiſe, as by ſay- 
ing that he deſcended into Hell. But what 
| have Chriſtians to do with either, that they 
| ſhould be required to profeſs their ſolemn 
belief of it ? It is enough for us to know, 
that Chrift died for our fins, and roſe again 
for our juſtification, and it gone 3 into Heaven 
10 male interceſſion for us. 15 he 7 
What Church upon earth is that Hoh 
' Catholic Church, in which I am requir- 
ed to profeſs. my belief? I really do 
not know! As a member of the Church 
of England, I believe it to be not only 
LE LP the 


Fa 


5 n 
the beſt in ChidiReindomay: but n | 
to all exiſting Churches; but yet I cannot 
recolle& that I ever heard it ſtyled the Holy 
Catholic Church; and I am equally at a 


loſs to know what Communion of Saints it is 


that Tam required to believe in; for I have 
heard of none upon earth, ſince the regi- 
 cides of the ſeventeenth century, except the 
inhabitants of Boſton in New England, in 
neither of whoſe communion do I ſuppoſe 
thoſe by whom this article was . or 
enjoined intend I ſhould believe. 
The alteration made in the terms in which 
the three laſt articles of the Apoſtles Creed 
are propoſed to the godfathers and godmothers 
of an infant at baptiſm, from the manner in 
which they are propoſed, to the whole con- 
gregation, in the morning and evening ſer- 

vice, has never, that I know of, been ac- 
counted for. The remiſſion of ſins, and the - 
forgiveneſs of ſins, convey nearly, though 
not exatty, the ſame idea; but the reſurrec- | 
tion a the fleſh, and the reſurreftion of the 
F body, 


ns, 3 I 
hls, are very different- thin 8 ind. 


1 


ies. Hall put on immortality; and that our na- 
tural bodies ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual bodies, and 


be faſhioned like unto Chrift's ſpiritual bo- 
dy; all of which deſcriptions utterly exclude - 


the poffibility of the reſurrection of our feſt ; 
and if it was raiſed, we are aſſured it could 
not enter the kingdom of Heaven, which is 


rather an unpleaſant circumſtance for the 
defenders of this doctrine; but indeed no 


one who has ever read Mr. Locke's- letters 
to Stillin gfleer, or the diſcourſes of that 
greateſt. of all human reaſoners, Biſhop Sher- 
locke, can believe in the reſurrection of 


the fleſh, or fame numerical body. I 


hi * That brit: wad goers Fn rigs was 
ſpiritoalized in the ſepulchre, may be fairly collected 
from what is ſaid of it after his reſurrection. When 


he makes himſelf known to Mary in the garden, who | 


would immediately have laid hold of his feet, he ſays, 


| Touch me not, for I am not yet aſcended to my father; 
which I conceive to mean, © You cannot touch me, 
F 2 : « Mary, 


The Apoſtle affures us, that our mortal bo- 
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ſhall give no more inſtances under this 


Mary, for my body is tiow prepared to aſcend to 
6% my father.” And his ſudden appearances, and va- 
niſhing from among his diſciples at all other times 
| before his aſcenſion, gives good ground for this inter- 
pretation : nor do the inſtances which are often quoted 

of the materiality of his body eontradict it, when 
cloſely examined. For, when he bleſſed and brake 
the bread at Emmaus, it is not ſaid that he eat it; 
and when he invited Thomas to thruſt his finger into 
the Prints of the nails, it is not ſaid that Thomas did | 
ſo, for he was ſatisfied with ſeeing them ; as Chriſt 
him ſelf. ſays, Becauſe, Thomas, thou haſt ſeen, (not 
touched) thou haſt believed; and although Peter ſays, 
they (the Apoſtles) did eat and drink with him, after be 
roſe from the dead, that does not imply that he ate and 
_ drank with them ; and though St. Luke, in his very 
abridged account in his Goſpel of Chriſt's appearances, 
after his reſurrection, ſays, that he. took the piece of 
broiled fiſh and honey-comb, and did eat before them ; he 

does not repeat his eating them in his Introduction to 
the Acts; and St. John, who is much more particu- 
lar in relating that ene fays, that _ af- 
ter 


ter deſiring the diſciples 1 come and dine, ln | 
taketh the bread, and giveth them, and fiſh likewiſe; 


but does not ſay he ate any of either himſelf: and both 


Matthew and Mark are wholly filent upon the point. 


Indeed, the former ſays, the women, whom he firſt 
appeared to, held him by the feet, and worſhipped him; 


but this can only mean, that they fell at his feet, and 


would have held them, ard kiſſed them, as one of them 
had done before his crucifixion, hut that they were 
forbidden to do ſo in the words before quoted from St. 
John. There is no inſtance of Chriſt's entering a 
chamber to his diſciples before his crucifixion, but 
in the manner of other men; and if no change had 
happened in his body after his death, or he had not 
intended that. the Apoſtles ſhould perceive there was, 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that he would have done other- 
' wiſe after his reſurrection; but as he had now. fully 
convinced them that his kingdom, which they were 
ſo eager to ſee eſtabliſhed, was not of this world, he 
| might judge it proper to give them demonſtrative evi- 


| dence that their bodies might be rendered capable of 
entering into, and enjoying it, where it was to be. 
, 5 N | | | Chat : 


interpolations and 3 of | 
_— words of Chriſt or his e | 


viſed fables and ſo involving t the two toge- 
cher that every advantage the adverſaries of 
iſtianity gain over the one is ſuppoſed to 
* a triumph over, or confutation of, the 
other. For inſtance, the Athanaſian Creed 
is repreſented and defended as ſo literally 
copied from the Evan geliſts aud A poſtles, | 
that whoever refuſes his conſent to every 
Little of it, is conſidered as a diſbeliever of 
Chriſt's Divinity, and adenyer of the three 


That Chriſt could render his body, however ſpiritu- 
alized, tangeable as well as viſible, there can be no 
doubt; ; and therefore his having been felt or handled, ; 
would by no means prove its materiality ; but as ma- 
ny idle things have been ſaid about the manner of his 
appearances and diſappearances, I thought it right to 
examine the relations of the facts thus critically.” 


diſtino- 


cis md and 15 . come 


3 away ſhocked or confounded, and in com- 


Nad eee W or to p 


eee e la 18 a proper introduction 
to the laſt head of COME | J have to diſ- 
cuſs, which is, that the rulers of our Church, 

though ſenſible themſelves of theſe impro- . 
prieties, continue to -preſs them on their 
clergy and flocks, and oppoſe all attempts 

to reform or correct them. But here my 
| lamentations are turned to rejoicin g; for, 
inſtead of finding ſubjects of complaint, 
there is abundant cauſe for exultation. The 
| great 


a 
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This ſudject will be fully conſidered in a publi- 
cation now preparing for the pres. 
c 
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the 1 of which | have 1 themſelves 


in N 8 e 
1 ſettled by the great divines;who. | 
flouriſhed-in the reign of 22 Anne. To | 
| - orthodoxy of .this reformed liturgy, our ur 
whole illuſtrious bench of Biſhops have ſet 
their ſeal, by the conſecration of Biſhops to 
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ing his heart burn within him, at the mani» 
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feſtations they diſplay of that truly Chriſtiar 
ſpirit ; that ſoundneſs, of judgement and be- 
eminently poſſeſs, deſerves not to be of the 
flock of ſuch ſhepherds, or wants ſentiment 
to enjoy the b ethngs within his reach. Po 

But although the adoption of the Ame- 
tican Reforms would do much towards the 
amm free to confeſs, that I think there would 
ſtill remain many fumbling blocks and rocks 
of offence, to prevent the univerſal ſpreading 
of our holy religion; and as I have proceed - 
ed ſo far, I will venture on, and ſtate 6 
farther objections to our 4iturgy as I hum- 
bly conceive would ſtill deprive it of the 
palm of perfection, if unattended to. 
That He, to aubem 4ll ponver is given, 
both in Heaven and in Earth, and all the an- 
gels f God are commanded to worſhip, is enti- 


tled to the prayers and praiſes of men whom 
he hath redeemed, there can be no doubt ; 
and ther efore ſuch petitions or ejaculations 

i 5 


d praiſe as we addreſs to Chriſt, cannot be 
deemed idolatrous ; but as Chriſt ' himſelf 
has taught and commanded us to pray to the 
Father alone, and to look up to him as our 
mediator and interceſſor with the PROG 
there js an evident impropriety in direc ing 
the petitions in the Litany to Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and to him only; and what renders 
the impropriety the greater, is, that in all 
the prayers, both before and after the Li- 
tany, the Father alone is addreſſed through 
the interceſſion and mediation" of Feſus Chriſt; | 


and thus we, at the fame time, or in the 


fame ſervice, requeſt of Chriſt to do thoſe 
things for us of himſelf, which we requeſt . 
the Father to do for us, for Chriſt's fake. 
Byt as all confuſion of ideas is, as much as 
poſſible, to be avoided in our addreſſes to 
the Deity, if it be thought fit to addreſs 
the Son ſeparately, we ought to be careful 
to do it in the name and relation by which 
he is made known unto us, as partaking of 
4 Divine Nature and attributes. To pray 

92 | to 


Which . implies his human natur 
-mercy upon us, is manifeſtly iu 
'we 1. _ readily perceive, if VRP 
eee the ſon of nn 
of the ſon of ne | hens | apy FL 
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* The blind man, and the multitude ws attend- 

ed Chriſt into Jeruſalem, from whom this petition is 
borrowed, did not know him for the Son of God, 

and the mercy Bartimeus defired, was to receive his 
| fight, not the forgiveneſs of his ſins. The altera- 
tions that would obviate theſe objections to our Li- 
taty are not many, nor could the moſt zealous Tri- 

nitarian take offence at their being made: I ſhall here 

propoſe” them for conſideration. In the ſecond and 
third petitions of the Litany, leave out the word G 

And i inſert Eternal in its place, which would make | 
#hein run, O Eternal Son, and O Eternal Holy Ghoſt; 
"and the third might be altered in this manner, 0 

Boh h and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

"one Goa, bleſſed for evermore : and the latter part of | 
the” 5th—into Spare thou them whom thy Son hath re- 

ee with bis maſt precious blood: and the word thy, 

__ be e into his in the 11th and 12th peti- 

tions; 
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tions; pap in the conchifion, inflead lof'p wks us 7 4 
peace, might be ſaid, make interceſſion for us; and i in- 
| ſtead of have mercy upon un, grant us thy grace; and in- 
Read of from our enemies defend us, O Chrift, defend 
us, O God, and leaving out the Son of David and the 
; petition which follows it. The reſponſe to it would 
then follow the. petition to God, favourably with 
mercy to hear our Prayers, and all the reſt might remain 
as they are. Should the Litany, thus altered, be 
Kill objected to by thoſe who call themſelves 1 —4 
rians, becauſe of our ſeparately addrefling the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, which they call polytheiſm; ; T have 
only this defence to make for it, that I know of yo 
religion or morality but what comes from God, | for 
it is his will which makes both, and my duty in both 
caſes ariſes out of my knowledge, or means of know- 
ing that will; and, therefore, to know his will, and 
to be aſſured that it is his will, are the only objects 
of my concern, and 1 care not by what l 


walz kern it. e a 
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by inſpiration of God, the rene, 
to be drawn, is, that whatever cannot 


proved to be written by inſpired benden 
is not to be deemed Scripture, and as ſuch 
writings were intended to be the rule of 
our faith and practice in all ages of the 
world, it may be expected that they will 
carry in them an. internal or perpetual evi- 

dence of their inſpiration : this evidence, 


thefive books of Moſes, in which the whole 


of the Jewiſh -law' is contained, and the 


four greater and twelve leſſer prophets, 


abundantly furniſh ; and in two inſtances, 
our Saviour himſelf expreſſly refers to them 
as the only ſacred writings, and which alone 


contain all things that were then neceſſary 


to ſalvation, viz. in the anſwer which he 


makes Abraham give to Dives, and in his 


own to the Lawyer, who had aſked him 
which as the firſt and great commandment ; 
and St. Paul is recorded by St. Luke to 
have 3 and teſtified the kingdom of 

60 


| t 2 | 
God to the Fews ar Rome, out of the law of 
Moſes, and out of the Prophets only: thoſe, 

and thoſe muy, therefore, with the Books of 
the New Teſtament, ſhould be comms dec 
| to be received as containing the mind and 
will of God, and the others only read as 
the apocryphal books now are, for Ex- 
« TOC and inſtruction of man- 


* ners ;“ for they may be all very true and 


very authentic hiſtories ; but every true and 
authentic hiſtory is not therefore to be:deem- 

ed Seripture, or made an article of faith. 
I be expreſſion of Chriſt's fitting at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty, 
though literally taken from Scripture, is, 
I humbly conceive, unfit to be uſed in our - 
Creed, becauſe, though it is evidently figu- 
rative, it leads the mind to per/ſomfy, or give 
a body to the Father, the doing of which, 
is, of all things, the moſt poſitively and 
clearly forbidden; and, as I before obſerved, 
upon ſuch. expreſſions, it is a very different 
thing, to conceive rightly their meaning 


when 
; 


| When. propoſed to es to expreſs, our 
belief of the expreſſion: themſelves; "OY 
peating theins for, although, ver * J 
| underſtands the expreſſion of rift ſitting 
at the right hand of God as meaning only 
his exaltation to the firſt place of power and 
dignity with the Father, yet, if he expreſſ- 
ly ſays, that he belzves that Chriſt is ſitting 
at the right hand F God, he neceſſarily de- 
clares, in terms, his belief that God has 
hands; and, therefore, I conceive that ano- 
cher expreſſion. uſed by St. Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, to convey the ſame 
idea, might be ſubſtituted with leſs dan ger 
of ferſonifying the Father, which is, that 
Chriſt, when he aſcended into Heaven, ſat 
down on the. * hand. of. the Majeſty on 
High ; or, according to Chriſt's own expreſ- 
ſion in St. Luke, fits on the right hand of 
the power of Gad. I omit. to take notice of 
3 ſmaller matters, ſuch as miſ-tranflations 
and obſolete meanings of words, becauſe I 
would not be thought to be too. minute in 
matters 


„ CF, 
matters of ſuch high and univerſal impor- 
tance, and therefore I ſhall doſe this head 
with' exprefling my fincere belief, that if- 
theſe reforms were made in our liturgy” 
and articles, not one of which militatè in 
the leaſt againſt any doctrine which tlie 
Church deems neceſſary to the falyation of” 
Chriſtians, or would at all affect her ſta- l 
bility or authority, every real objection o 
our public ſervice would be removed, and 
an effectual door opened to reconcile and 
receive the great body of Proteſtant Diſſen- 


72 


ters, and the not leſs numerous claſſes of 


abſenters from her communion and” ordi- 


nances: nay, Tam perſuaded, Jews, Turks, 
and Infidels, would be led to think more 
favourably of Chriſtianity, and inclined to 
embrace a faith which offered no tenet re. 
pugnant to their reaſon, and the notiotis 
they already had of the Deity, or reciulted” 
them to expreſs their belief in any tt 
but ſuch as they underſtood the meaning bf. 
The 3 of the Gopſel Whg | 
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fidels is e y a work of great * 
and becoming the profeſſors of the moſt 
benevolent Religion that mankind were 
ever bleſſed with; but ſurely we ſhall ſer 
about that work with better promiſe of ſuc- 
ceſs, if we firſt correct whatever may be 


amiſs in our own ſyſtems and ceconomy. It 
is good advice to every reformer, to begin 
with mending himſelf ; and if every Church 
and every ſect would follow it, we ſhould 
preſently be of one heart and one mind, as 
were the primitive Chriſtians, before the 
riches and honours of this world were 

thrown among them to ſcramble for. 
But to render the Chriſtian ſyſtem as 
complete as its divine Author intended it, 
and not only a perfect rule of action, but 
the enlarger of ſcience, the elevator of our 
conceptions, the director of our judgement, 
and the perfectioner of our nature, it will 
be proper to correct our ſpeculative errors, 
even in things not eſſential to the belief or 
practice of the bulk of mankind. This is 
a ſub- 


1. 


"x 3 ] 
2 ſubject * enter upon, with the greateſt 

diffidence of my own judgement and ſuffici- 
ency for its diſcuſſion. The wilderneſs of 


ſpeculation is an extenſive one, and where 


I am about to penetrate, I perceive no track 


to direct or guide me through its mazes; 


but I have the diſtant glimmering of the ſtar 
of Revelation before me, and I truſt T ſhall 


receive ſuch a portion of its rays, as will 


keep my ſteps from wandering into dange- 


rous errors; and therefore I will venture 


On. 


The apoſtacy and cp of the fallen 


angels ; their enmity to mankind.; -man's 


original ſtate of innocence, and his fall from 
it; and his redemption, by the Son of God's 


aſſuming his nature and ſuffering death, are 
all matters of fact, which, with all true 
Chriſtians, I ſincerely believe, becauſe they 
are contained in the holy ſcriptures ; but J 
confeſs I have never heard ſuch an account 


of them as ſatisfied me reſpecting their bi. . 
tory, or reconciled them to my notion of 


T6 1 
the being and attributes of God: and I will 
briefly (but fairly) ſtate the difficulties 

' which have occurred to me. The 
of the Angels who, we are told, kept not 
their firſt efate, is repreſented to have been 
of the higheſt order in Heaven. His ca- 
pacity for happineſs, and the meaſure he 
enjoyed of it, muſt have been greater than 
others in proportion to the exaltedneſs 
his ſtation, and the perfection of his intel- 
lects. Nay, if we reaſon by analogy, and 
ſuppoſe that angels have their progreſſion in 
improvement, as well as men and all other 
creatures, we mult believe that Lucifer, for 
ſo he was called when an archangel, had 
arrived to the high ſtation he then ſtood in, 
by a long ſeries of faithful ſervices, and 
ready obedience to the wall of his Creator : 
what ſufficient cauſe, then, has ever been 
aſſigned for his revolt againſt God, or who 
could have ſeduced him from his allegiance, 
| and inſtigated him to wage war with the 
Onmnipotent? Milton's fine imagination has 
dreſſed 


dreſſed up a fable, which is the only hiſtory | 
dhat I know of which has ever been attempted 
to be given of this aſtoniſhing event; but the 
cauſe he ſuppoſes militates directly againſt the | 
eternity-and divinity of the Son of God, and 
cannot therefore be admitted by Chriſtians 
for if the Son partakes of the divine nature, 
and exiſted from all Eternity, Lucifer muſt 
have known it, and could not therefore 
have been offended at the command to wor- 
ſhip him. His enmity to the new creature | 
man, as the work ofthe Son of God, is indeed | 
naturally enough accounted for, upon Mil- 
ton's ſuppoſition ; but it is beyond all con- 
ception improbable, that the Son of God, 
who muſt have known and foreſeen that 
enmity, ſhould have ſuffered him to gratify 
it, and deſtroy the favourite work of his 
hands, almoſt as foon as he had completed 
it; or had the angels to whom he commit- 
ted the guard of Paradiſe, permitted the ene- 
my to enter, their inattention would have 
ſurely been recorded, and we ſhould have 


found 
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found them numbered with FE — 
That the circumſtance in which man diſ- : 

obeyed his Creator, was the eating the for · 
bidden fruit, at the inſtigation of him who 
is called the Serpent, we cannot doubt; 


but the repreſentations made by all poets 


and painters, of the tranſaction, are in the 
higheſt degree abſurd. The ſhape aſſumed by 
Satan, is repreſented by them as that of a 
large ſnake, twined round an appletree, from 
which he is ſuppoſed to have addrefled Eve, 
who, inſtead of being frightened at hearing 
a ſnake ſpeak for the firſt time, and running 
away to her huſband, as the ſtouteſt of her 
daughters would have done, enters into a 
friendly colloquy with him, and not only 
takes the reptile's word, in contradiction 
do what God himſelf had told her, but 
gives him | implicit credit for knowing 
| the councils of the Moſt High; for 
God, ſays he, doth know, that by eating it, 
you ſhall become as Gods; and according- 
ly the takes the apple, cats a part of it, and 

gives 


gives che reſt to her huſband; That huſ- 
band, too, freſh out of the hands of his 
Creator, and in frequent conference with 
him, gives an eaſy credit to the tale of his 
wife, and takes the ſnake's word at ſecond- 
hand, to authorize him in diſobeying the 
poſitive command of the Almighty, and, 
without any repugnance, eats up the apple. 
Now, let us ſtop, to conſider not only how 
weak and filly theſe perfect creatures appear 
to be, from this repreſentation, but alſo 
how enormouſly criminal in the ſight of 
God. God had not only forbid them to 
eat of the fruit, but had told them, that in 
the day they did eat of it, they fbould ſurely 
die. They not only difobey God, in eating 
it, but they do it under the affurance of the 
ſerpent that God had told them a lie, and 
meant to deceive them; for that they ſhould 
not die, but become as Gods : and thus is 
their diſbelief of God's word made the fore- 
runner or cauſe (by this repreſentation) of 
their act of diſobedience ; and their infidelity 
| a 
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appears to be ths es of man's miſery. 


Was it, then, to reſtore ſuch weak and 
wicked creatures (for greater turpitude Can- 

zgined) to a condition they 
had ſo wilfully and wantonly forfeited, that 
the Son of God emptied himſelf of his Di- 
vinity, took upon him a human body, con- 
tinued in it thirty- eight years upon earth, 
and at laſt ſuffered a painful and ignominious 
death; while the glorious angels that had 
alſo fallen, are condemned to everlaſting 
torments? This, indeed, might well be 


called marvellous, even in cur eyes. But it is 


almoſt as great a wonder, that none of the 

bright ornaments of the clerical profeſſion, 
which have appeared among us, fince the 
revival of letters, have ever (that I have 


read of) attempted to give a better account 


of ſo aſtoniſhing a tranſaction, but have 
contented themſelves with taking the ac- 
count, as it came handed down to them, 


and exerciſed their great talents and deep 


learning, in palliating the objections and 
ſmooth- 


. 1 5 3 
moothing the difficulties with which it was 
attended ; for. none of them have ever been 
able to inſwer or remove them. Let not 
then an attempt todo, what ſo many great 
luminaries of -the- Church have declined, 
be deemed too preſumptuous in a layman, 

more verſed in the ways of men than in 
the ſequeſtrations of a cloyſter ; for per- 
haps that very acquaintance. with human 
policy which his ſituation gave him, may 
have led him into a train of thinking, which 
may enable him better to develope the 
mazes of celeſtial and iufernal polity, than 
the moſt ſtudious and contemplative way 
of life could have done. Be that, how - 
ever, as it may, arid whatever may be his 
ſucceſs, he truſts he ſhall be excuſed for 
doing his beſt to correct erroneous opini- 
ons, and extend the boundaries of human 
1 knowledge, , and fo more fully vindicate the | 
Ways . of. God to man. 9 4 begin, then, . 
where all things have their beginning, 
with the infinite and eternal Being, inſtead | 
| I of 


6 F L 
| of conſidering! Him as exiſting a olitary 5 
Being for an eternity, as it is abſurdly 
called, before he created any thing, and in 
utter darkneſs, as light i is as much a crea- 
ture as a man is, I ſhall ſuppoſe him ever 
in the exerciſe of his attributes, and always 
ſurrounded with light and glory, and hoſts 
of intelligent creatures, the works of his 
hands ; for is it more difficult to conceive 
the Deity to be always acting, than to con- 
ceive him always exiſting ? The difficulty 
only lies in our fixing a period or date to 
his beginning to work, and the neceſſary 
conſequence is, that we ſuppoſe he muſt 
have exiſted an Eternity . before that date 
or 


5 Eternity, inſtead of being mt. as a line 
infinitely extended, ſhould be conſidered as an unit or 
inſtant, without ſucceſſion or progreſſion, and to 
have no relation to any thing but the Deity, in whoſe 
" exiſtence it is comprehended; for to him all things 
are- continually preſent, and the reyolutions which : 
make time to his creatures, do not reſpect him; for 

one 
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or period; wheteds, by conſidering him as 0 
always acting, and all things moving . 
perpetual ſucceſſion, we get rid of the ab- 
 furdity, and entertain notions of the Deity 
more ſuitable to his wondrous power and 
| goodneſs, and more analogous to what we 
ſee and know of his works. For what is 
there that we are acquainted with, that is 
not in a ſtate of continual progreſſion ? ? and 
what | is there that hath life, that 1s not 
both child and parent, riſes out of the 
ruins of what went before it, and becomes 
the ſubſtance of ſomething that follows 
it; and the little ſyſtem to which our 
earth belongs, which we know was 
brought into exiſtence, in its preſent form, 
about ſix thouſand years ſince, was proba- 
bly formed out of the ruins of a ne 


one of their days, and a 3 of their years is all the 
fame to his duration and Omniſcience, as is the ex- 
panſion or contraction of the orbits of all the heavenly 
bodies, that occupy the immeaſurable concaye that 
ſurrounds us, to his Infinity, = 
14 . 
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and will become the materials of another, 
when it has fulfilled its period“. In this 
univerſal progreſſion, intelligent, as well 


as material beings are included; for there 


*The late diſcovery of the Pruffian aſtronomical 
profeſſor Euler, that the earth, in every revolution, 
narrows her orbit, and draws nearer to the ſun, and 
conſequently will, in a courſe of years, come within 
its vortex, and be conſumed by it, corroborates the 
Moſaic account of the recent creation of our ſyſtem, 
and the Chriſtian theſis of its deſtruction by fire; but 
it is only to our /i/iem that Moſes's account is to be 
applied; for what have we to do with-any other? It 
would be juſt as wiſe to ſuppoſe that God created that 
infinity of luminous bodies, which Herſchell's im- 
provement of the teleſcope has made known to us, 
the rays of whoſe light have ſcarcely travelled down 
to us ſince our creation, for our ſole uſe and benefit, 
as to ſuppoſe the Eternal Being had only began the 
work of creation ſix thouſand years ſince; and the 

mite has as good reaſon to imagine there were never 
| any cheeſes made before the one which he inhabits, | 
and that jt was made entirely for his uſe. | 
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is as much room for improvement in aſ- 


cending towards infinite perfection, as there 


is for projection into infinite ſpace. A ca- 
pacity for improvement implies free agen - 


ey; and free agency cannot operate, with- 


out an object for choice; and this leads 


me to ſuppoſe that angels are expoſed to 
trial in every gradation, and that the 
5 higheſt are not exempt from it, though 
their intellectual powers n as they 
advance. 5 


Known unto. God are all his 1 5 


but the portions of his divine Preſcience, 


which he diſtributes among his intelligent 
creatures, we muſt ſuppoſe, 1s according 


to their ſtations and degrees of perfection. 
That the preſcience of angels is much be- 
pond our's, we may ſafely allow; and that 
among | them, the archangels' tranſcends 
that of the inferior orders. | 
Why i it has always been taken 55 grant- 
ed that the angels apoſtacy preceded man 8 


creation, 
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creation, I cannot conceive ; for there is 
no warranty for it from Scripture ; and 
therefore I ſhall take the liberty to ſuppoſe 
it did mt ; and I think I have the authority 
of David and St. Paul on my fide. The 
former ſays of man to God, Thou made 


Bim a little lower than the angels; and St. 


Paul repeats David's words in his Epiſtte | 
to the Hebrews. But if angels had falten 
before man was made, it could not have 
been faid with truth by either, that man 
was made a little lower than them; but be- 
ſides, St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, directly aſſerts man's ſuperiority to 
the fallen angels, by faying, Do ye not 
| know that the Jaints all judge the world, 
and, nor ye not that we ſpall judge angels * 
Such a preſcience of man's deſtination, and 
of the fact of the future exaltation of his 2 
nature, without the manner of it, as ſhould . 
furniſh matter for their ſpeculation, and 
trial of their obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
the Divine Will, it might pleaſe the Al- 
mighty 


* 6 1. ” 
mighty to permit the angels to acquire * 
the time of man's creation ; and no ſub. 
ject can be imagined more apt to alarm 
the pride, and excite indignation in an 
” archangel, than the apprehenſion of ſee- 


ing a creature, ſo much his inferior in all 


reſpects, exalted above him; and as Luci - 


fer was one of the firſt order, or probably 


the higheſt of all, 51s pride was likely to 
be moſt hurt, and moſt apt to ſet his in- 
genuity to work to deviſe means to prevent 
the intended indignity to hiniſelf and his 


companions. To oppoſe by force the will 


of the Almighty, or of his Son, they muſt 
have known to be vain; and therefore to 
circumvent his purpoſe, and prevent their 
own humiliation, by ſtratagem, muſt have 


been their only hope; and what method 
more practicable could their imagination 
ſuggeſt, than the miſleading the new crea- 
ture, and cauſing him to offend his Ma- 
ker? as that mul effectually pet his 


exal- 
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. 
exaltation. With this intent, Lucifer, thb 
archangel, came down to Eden, or, as St. 
Paul exprefles it, If his own habitation, 
in that ſhape which the other angels ap- 
peared in to Adam, Which was that of a 
flying dragon or ſerpent, or cherubitn, 
ſurrounded with the ſhecenah or luminous 
rays which always attended the heavenly 
viſitors: To ſuch appearances Eve was ac- 
cuſtomed, as well as to their voice and a5 
ſhe rightly conceived Lucifer to be of the 
heavenly hoſt, and a meſſenger from the 
Moſt High, the naturally gave ear to what 
he told her, and ſubmitted her own con- 
ception of God's command to the high 
authority of this heavenly expoſitor; or, 
as ſhe told her tale to God, with that ſim- 
plicity which never accompanies turpitude 
of heart, rhe ſerpent beguiled her, and ſbe 
did eat. Her declaration to Adam, that an 
archangel had aflured her that God would 
not puniſh them with death for eating . 

Es but 
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1 . that it would make them like * 
chiefs of the heavenly hoſt, and ſuperior : 
in wiſdom to the higheſt of them, - ac- 
counts for his ready acceptance of the 
apple, and participation in her crime. 
Here then, the day ſprung from on high, 
breaks in upon ps with its refulgent light, 
diſplaying before our eyes the whole of 
the wonderful ſcheme of the Divine -ceco- | 
nomy in the amazing buſineſs of man's 
creation, fall, and redemption ;_ for here 
we ſee the pride of Lucifer, which we are 
aſſured was the occaſion of his apoſtacy, ; 
| exciting him to oppoſe the Divine: will ; 
we ſee a reaſon for his undertaking the ſe- 
duction of our firſt parents; we find an 
excuſe for their violation of God's com- 
mand, which removes the charge of diſ- 
belief and voluntary diſobedience, and 
leaves them the objects of his mercy. and 
compaſſion ; while the. inſolent preſurap- 
tion and baſt<reachery of Lucifer and his 
K  confede- 


Cann. 
confederates render them for ever obnoxious 
to the Divine diſpleaſure, and exclude them 
from all title to favour or forgiveneſs. The 
deceived and 'ſeduced are always entitled 
to pity amongſt men, while the deceiver 
and feducer is ever the object of reſent- 
mont and deteſtation. Compare now the 
refult with this reaſoning, and it will be 
found perfectly correſpondent. The Son 
of God immediately determines to redeem 
deluded man; and the ſeducing angels, who/ 
kept not their firſt eftate, but tft their own ; 
habitation ; he hath refe * d in chains 1 der 


and the account we 
in Paradiſe after the 
cides with this hy 
which the angels had 
was never afterwards to be Amed by 
any of the celeſtial hoſt, to prevent man- 
kind from being again deceived by Lucifer 
or his aſſoeiates, to whom it was left to 


aſſume 
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aſſume it, as we find him afterwards. - 


called che Old Serpent and the Old 
Dragon, by the ſacred writers, and the 


animal , whoſe ſhape he had aſſumed 


was. depraded from a winged inhabi- 
tant of the air to a reptile creeping on 
the oth. as an emblem of the humilia- 
tion which Lucifer himſelf was about to 
_ ſuffer; and it is very remarkable; that all 

celeſtial meſſengers that, from henceforth, 


are recorded to have viſited the human | 


race, appeared in the human ſhape, if they 
took any. The angels that came to Abra- 


ham in the plains of Mamre, were three 


men; the two which came to Lot were 
men; ; the one th at wreſtled with Jacob 
Was a man; the one which appeared to 
Joſhua was a man; that which appeared 
| to Gideon was a man 3 the one which 
foretold the birth of Samſon to Manoah 
and his wife, was a man alſo; the one 
which appeared to Zaccherias and ſtood 
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by the altar, as recorded by St. e 
was a man; thoſe which were with Chriſt 
at his transfiguration appeared as Moſes 
and Elias; thoſe which were ſeen at the 


ſepulchre appeared as men in white raiment; . 
and in all the other inſtances recorded in 
the New Teſtament. | 
But although the deluſion WY Alen 
our firſt parents offended might ſerve to 
extenuate their crime in the ſight of their 
Creator, his juſtice required that they 
ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment annexed to 
the tranſgreſſion of his command: and 
here let us admire the goodneſs of God to 
the human race, in converting that pu- 
niſhment into a bleſſing, and rendering it 
the means of reſtoring our | nature to its 
forfeited capacity for celeſtial happineſs. _ g 
Nothing contaminated with guilt can enter 
the kingdom of Heaven, and therefore, to 
, fit us for exaltation thither, we muſt not 
only be pardoned but renovated our fouls 
5 muſt 


we A * . 
— and our beddes' purified; | 
the blood of Chriſt does the one, aud death 

and the grave perform -the other: and 
thus death and the grave, to which our of- 
fence! made us ſubject, become oat 
of Heaven, and the paſſage to eveclattivig 
happineſs ; well, then, may every Chrif- 1 
tian cry out with the Apoſtle in exulta- 
tien over them, O Death, where is thy 
fling? O' Grave, where is thy vittory? 
Their victory, indeed, is like the triumph 
of Lueifer, ſhort and vain; he, we may 
| ſuppoſe, returned full of joy and ſelf-· gra- 


ſociates; but the vengeance of: the Al- 
mighty ſoon followed him, and thoſe of 
the heavenly hoſt who, confiding in the 
Divine juſtice and goodneſs, held faſt their 
integrity, and ſubmitted themſelves to his 
moſt holy will, were ſent to execute the 
high beheſt. And now commenced that 
war in Heaven which Milton fo gloriouſly 
„„ | deſcribes, 


 tulation to receive the applauſes of his af 


deſcribes, and that ended in the viſtar 


the faithful hoſt over the rebellious; and 
deſperate band, whoſe defeat our. Saviour 
N t tells us * was i to when. 
Sa 8 juſtice, power, 

and wiſdom, having thus vindicated them- 

ſelves upon the treacherous ſeducers, full 
ſcope was left for the exerciſe of thoſe 
more lovely attributes of merey and good- 
neſs towards the unfortunately deceived: 
but while we rejoice in the great and ineſ- 
timable benefits we derive from the amaz- 
ing and adorable ſcheme of our redemp- 
tion by the Sen of God, let us conſider a 
little, whether, by the hypotheſis we 
have been founding our reaſonings upon, 
his incarnation does not appear to have 
had a ſtill more extenſive ee than 
merely the reſtoration of mankind. 
That angels are free agents, FRY that 
God: knows their thoughts, are poſitions 
| which 


. I 

kth: will dein be granted; that he 
therefore knew thoſe whoſe exaltation had 
deſtroyed that humility which had entitled 

them to it, and raiſed: in them ideas of 
their own merit and fervices, which ren- 
dered them unworthy of the ſtations they 
filled, muſt alſo be allowed; expulſion or 

aunſhilation it was certainly in God's pow» 

er to have inflited ; but how then could 


his juſtice have been manifeſted to the 
whole creation, or even to the ſufferers Figs 


themſelves ? their obedience and ſubmiſ- 
| fion was therefore to be pur to the teſt, 
and the trial muſt be ſuch as would be 
conſiſtent with the goodneſs and juſtice of 
leave the delinquents without excuſe for 
their failure. What ſervice, what duty, 
5 then, can we imagine the all- perfect Be- 
ing to require of his angels, that could af- 
ford ſuch a trial? Neither his juſtice nor | 
his goodneſs could ſuggeſt one, which 
tr | the 


that the Omnirotent would not endue 
them with ſufficient ſtrength to-fulfil his . 


' own” commands; and his wiſdom could 


not "ſuggeſt one ſo derogatory of that or- 
| derwhich ho hinaſelf had eſtabliſhed among 
| „ a might thock: their pride in its 
tion. A ſpeculative propoſition ſeems, 
| therefore, the only mode free of objection, 
and this the creation of a new order of in- 
telligent beings, by the Son of Gad, very 
naturally furniſhed. ' What was their ha- 
ture, what their deſtination, what their 
powers, or what rank they were to hold 
in the Univerſe, were all very natural fub- 
jects of inquiry and debate in the celeſtial 
aſſemblies; and as we are expreſsly told 
che angels defired 10 lool into the great myſ- 
dery of the exaltation of man's nature, by 
i Son of God affuming it, which im- 
ple 


15 8 1 
plie that they were not able to 1 ompre». | 
hendi it. We have good ground to ſuppoſe, = 
the:event only was ſome way made known 
to them, but the manner of its accompliſh- 
ment kept out of their ſight, for the very 


N purpoſe I have ſtated, that of a trial of 


their ſubmiſſion and obedience to the will 
and diſpenſations of their Creator, and a 

manifeſtation of the Divine juſtice and 
omniſcience, in diſcriminating between 
the refractory and the ſubmiſſive, the proud 
and the humble, the ſelf-ſufficient and the 
faithful, of the whole intellectual world. 
An end of ſuch vaſt importance would alone 
be a ſufficient reaſon for Chriſt's incarna- 
tion; but when, at the ſame time, it is 
made the means of reſtoring man to his 
original deſtination, and filling up thoſe 
voids in the celeſtial choirs which the 
apoſtacy of Lucifer and his confederates 
occaſioned, from thoſe of the numerous 
bons of Adam, who already have been, or 
__ L mo 


„ent [- 
are yet to be, produced on this firſt ſtage 

of thi exiſtence, ' chat prove themſelves 
and faithful Rewards of the talents 
os NS to their management, range 
| themſelves on the ſide of the great Captain 

n their ſaluatian, and manfully fight un- 
der his banner againſt the rebels to his au- 
+ thority, and the enemies of their exaltation 
and happineſs : | the accompliſhmerit of 
two ſuch. amazing objects, ſo connected, 
and the new intelligent creature man ſo in- 
corporated (if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
fon) into the great moral ſyſtem of God's 
government, in like manner as the material 
| bodies which were brought into exiſtence 


with bim, connect with, and corhpoſe a 


part af, the material ſyſtem of the univerſe; 
remaves from my mind every ſhadow of 
objection to the credibility of the ams ing 
condeſcenſion of the Son of God, in becom 
ing man, that aroſe from the e eee | 

of the e or b worchineſd of the 
I 1 object 
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: attained by y it and if my hypotheſis 
| e 
in the minds of others, I ſhall tejoice 35 
having been the inſtrument of raking a very 
great , flumbling-block out of the road of 
_ profelytes to Chriſtianity, and increafing 
the ſatisfaction, by adding to the conviction 
of its profeſſors. Encouraged by the hope 
of having ſo done, I ſhall proceed to the 
conſideration. of che great myſtery of the 
incarnation itſelf, to which my ſubject has 
brought me. 1 have already profeſſed to 
| know nothing of the Deity, but what Re- 
velation has taught me * ; and that ſhall be 
a Regs e 


. | Whether man, by the exerciſe of his own 0 | 
could have attained the knowledge of the being. of a 
God, is an idle ſubject of debats amongſt Jews. or 
Chriſtians; for to all who believe the Moſaic account 
of man's creation, a revelation. of the being of a Deity 
| muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſuperſede all acts of ratiocj- 
nation in Adam; and it would be truly ridiculous to 
W him ſetting about to prove to himſelf the be- 

L 2 ing 
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7 are: que 2o be, produced on this firſt ſtage 
of their exiſtence, that prove themſelves 
good and faithful: flewards of the Halents 
committed to their management, range 
themſelves on the ſide af the great Captain 
of their ſalvation, and magſully fight an- 
der his banner againſt the rebels to his au- 
thority, and the enemies of their exaltation 
and happineſs: the accompliſhment of 
two ſuch amazing objects, ſo connected, 
and the new intelligent creature man ſo in- 
corporated (if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
fon) into the great moral ſyſtem of God's 
government, in like manner as the material 
bodies which were brought into exiſtence 
with him, connect with, and compoſe 2 
part of, the material ſyſtem of the univerſe; 
removes from my mind every ſhadow of 
objection to the credibility of the amazing 
condeſcenſion of the Son of God, in becom 
ing man, that aroſe from the conſideration 
** the W or x utyorthiveſ of che 
. object 
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 ohje 465 11 und if abjy Been 
is fo fortunats as to produce the. ſame effect 
in the minds of others, 1 ſhall tejoice is 


having been the inſtrument of taking a very | 


great umb ling · Bloch out of the road of 
proſelytes to Chriſtianity, and increafing 
the ſatisfaction, by adding to the conviction 


of its profeſſors. Encouraged by the hope 


of having ſo done, I ſhall proceed to the 


conſideration of che great myſtery of the 


incarnation itſelf, to which my ſubject has 
brought me. 1 have already profeſſed to 
know nothing of the Deity, but what Re 
velation has taught me * ; and that ſhall be 
Wi 2 8 - the 


bo Whether man, by the exerciſe of his own eli; | 


could have attained the knowledge of the being. of a 
God, is an idle ſubject of debatg amongſt Jews. or 
Chriſtians ; for to all who believe the Moſaic account 
of man's creation, a revelation. of the being of a Deity 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſuperſedeũ all acts of ratiocj- 
nation in Adam; and it would be truly ridiculous to 
 ” him ſetting about to prove to himſelf the be- 
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Holy Spirit en tells me, by 3 of 
God, in the firſt chapter of Geneſis ; and, 
in the fifth, he repeats the ſame idea, only 
varying the expreſſion, by ſaying he was 
created in the likeneſs of God, inſtead of in 
| the i image of God; and in the ninth: c chapter, 
when God gives to Noah the command 
againſt murder, he adds, as the reaſon of 
its ſeverity, that, in the image of God mad 
he man ; and the ſame idea is inculcated by 
Chriſt himſelf, in his reply to the ſpies ſent 
by the chief prieſts todraw ſomething from 
him, that they might make matter of trea- 
ſonable accuſation . him, who aſked 


ing of 2 1 Bon the-onrious Arudture of ; plant 
or animal, when he ſaw his angel before him, and 
heard his voice above him. But what is Reaſon, | 
that we are ſo fond of relying upon it? - Is it more 
our own, or leſs the gift of God, than Revelation? 
for, O man, what haſt thou, that-thou- didſt not re- 


cave? 


him 


F  4E 

bim if it was lawful to give tribute to Cæſar, 

by defiring them to render to God ibe things = 

| which bore the image of God, and unto Ce- 
| far, fuch as bore the image of Cafar and 
"© Pra; in fis:Epitile rs, the e 
calls man the image and glory of God. Marr 

is therefore propoſed to us, as the analogy 

8 which we are to form our conceptions 

| of God; and before we preſume to inquire 
into the nature of the Deity, we ought to 

look within, and endeavour to make our- 

 felves 1 win our own nature and 

compoſition. 

Mlan is A e be wed wala 
compoſed of two natures, an immaterial or 

| celeſtial ſoul, and a material or terreſtrial 

body. How theſe two natures are united, 


or how. they act upon one another, no one 


pretends to know ; but all men being ſen- 

| fible of the fa#, fit down contented, with- 
out any knowledge of the manner of the 
performance. There is, however, another 

thing that deſerves our conſideration, be- 
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ſides the mere operation of our bodies upon 
our ſouls, and of our ſouls upon our bodies, 
which is the oppoſite will arid contrariety 
of inclinations which we perceive within us 
towards one and the fame object at the fame 


inſtant. Now, as the body, however it 


may influence or reſtrain the ſoul in its 
operations, has never been ſuppoſed to poſ- 
ſeſs the power of volition, there is no more 
reaſon to allow a contrariety of wills in the 
foul, from its influence upon it, than there 
is to allow a contrariety of movements in 
the body, from the operation of the ſoul 
upon it; and yet our eyes do not look dif- 
ferent ways; we never lift up both our 
legs, when we intend to lift up only one, 
nor does the left hand interpoſe itſelf when 
the right only is meant to act. St. Paul 
ſtates this contrariety of inclinations within 
him, in a very clear and ſtrong light, in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, where he ſays, 
That which I do, I allow not, for what I 
xvould that I do not, but what I hate that I 

To 5 


” 1 

do; and I ſee a 25 my members waring : 

| againſt t the law in my mind, and bringing - 
me ' into. euptivity to the law of fin; and 
concludes, So then, with the mind, I my- 
l fore the law of God, but with the fleſh 
the law of Sin. Here then, are two prin: 
ciples of action, as preciſely defined and 
aſcertained as words can do; and to their 

truth every man can give his own teſtimo- 
ny: for what man is there that has not 
felt himſelf incited to do a thing which his 
judgement told him at the time was wrong? 
The material or corruptible maſs of blood, 
and fleſh, and bones, cannot be either of 

theſe principles ; but it may have an animal 

| foul belonging to it, as we ſee is the caſe 
with all things that haye life, which may 
govern its actions and perform all the me- 
chanical functions, and without 1 
the celeſtial ſoul cannot act upon the 
body, and which endeavours, in its turn, 


to govern, aud control the celeſtial foul; ; 


«v4 


and thus every man appears to be 3 
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muy within himſelf, and * need not go 
to either the mathematical - inſtrument 5 


maker, the woollen draper, or the tallow 


chandler , for an idea of the three diſtinc- 


tions in the Divine nature, when he finds 
it to his conviction in his own ; and what 
is moſt extraordinary, our common mode 


of ſpeaking implies ſuch a diſtinction in 


ourſelves and in every man we ſpeak of, 
though we never advert to it; for when we 


| fay a man's head is better than his heart, 


what can we mean but that his celeſtial 
ſpirit i is in ſubjection to his animal ſoul, 
which forces him to do the thing it Moo 
e as was St. Paul's caſe. | 
By this analogy, which God himſelf his * 
given us, we are plainly led to conceive 
three diſtinctions in the Godhead, and 
with our full conſent” to embrace the 


* This alludes to the common, but impious and 
abſurd repreſentations made of the Trinity, by a 
triangle, two tapers lighted at a e and three 


| folds in the Kirt of a coat. 


Chad 
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Chriſtian doctrine, as n by Chriſt 
himſelf and his holy Apoſtles, of an Eier. 
nal Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; this ana- 
logy involves no contradiction, no abſur- 
dity or confuſion of names or ideas; we 
all know what we mean by the mind, che 
foul, and the body of a man, when we ſpeak 


” 


of them ſeparately, and that when we 


name the man we mean them all united * D, 


» Should | it be ſaid that my analogy overſets my hy- 
= potheſis, as the ſeparation of any of the three diſtine- 
tions in man from the other two deſtroys the man, 
and therefore the incarnation of the Son muſt have 
deſtroyed the Deity, I anſwer, that an analogical re- 
ſemblance i is never ſuppoſed to imply an exact ſimili- 
tude; man is born, and dies, but no one conceives 
either of God, who is without beginning or end: 
man's nature and God's nature then, are not, in any 
reſpect, the ſame, and therefore it is by no means a | 
neceflary conſequence, that what would deſtroy the ; 

one would deftroy the other; but, I will aſk the ob- 
jector, in my turn, who told him that the ſeparation 

of the ſoul from the body is the deſtruction of the 
man? the body, indeed, we know rots and moul- 
. ders 


E 


„„ 
The names of Father, So, and Spirit, | 
give an idea of a relation which implies a 
ſameneſs of - nature. or, eſſence, and, at the, 
ſame time, a ſuniſſn of, will in the Son 
and Spirit to the Father; and Chriſt's own 
declarations, that he. came not 10 do bis own. 
will, but the <vill of him. that. ſent him, and 
the like, and that the Holy, Ghoft, ſhould. net 
fir them , , (his. diſciples) of his, own, but 
5 of the Father's, clearly prove it. When, 
therefore, we call the Father alone God, 
we do not take any thing from the Divi- 
k nity of the Son or of the Holy. Ghoſt ; for 
it is the. Father who exerciſes the ſupreme. 
Power. and. i in, hic all fyllueſs. aids. 
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ders i into duſt but even, the 3 far the, foul's, 
materiality " not ſuppoſe the. whale man is entombed 
| with the body : a body of ſome ſize and ſhape is, in- 
deed, neceſſary to complete our ideas of a man, but 
whether it is neceſſary to his own certainty of his own. 
ener we, arg yet ta earn, and uotll that is known... 
no argument againſt, my hypotheſis, can, be, drawn 
from the analogy I bays follawgd, FEE 

3 The. 


3 

he analog 1 habe been Kalle wiüg will 
here aſſiſt us, for are not 411 the pow DOWErs 
of the Whole man exerciſed by 3 e celel- 
tial ſpirir, and is not that man mot p per- 
ben whoſe animal ſoul and material body 
act in juſt conformity to the w An of the 
celeſtial ſpirit, and whoſe w il and incli- 

faticns are abſorbed in it, or in complete 
uniſdn With it, or according to Chriſt's 
cammand, being perfets as our Father in 
Heuven is perfect? Farther I dare not pro- 
ceed, for farther the light of revelation | 
which I have been following will not guide 
file; Hor is it neceſſary for any man to go 

_ farther to be a true and fincere Chriſtian, | 

if we take the word of the Apoſtles, or 
are governed by their practice, or the 2 
rice of all the Churches they eſtabliſhed; an- 
happy would 3 it have been for mankind, # 

Ho other practice had « ever been followed at 


1 It I were to give a definition of man according to 
the hypotheſis I have been endeavouring to eſtabliſh, [ | 
? would ſ ay; he is 4 perfet animal with a cele e/tial ſoul. 


MA any 


Tae 


any time; I, therefore, now quit the 1 un- 
frequented regions I have been ex ploring, 
and, I truſt, I have travelled through the 
trackleſs wilderneſs without loſing my 
way, or wandering in the mazes of error 
or enthuſiaſm : : the road I have now to 
follow is made broad, eaſy, and luminous, 
by the ſhining footſteps of the multitude. 
of great and eminent travellers who have 
gone before me; I ſhall not, therefore, 
venture out of the beaten track, but, 
at humble diſtance, follow my great lead- 
ers, and only preſume to pick up a neg- 
lected thorn, or ſmooth an overlooked pro- 
tuberance, which they deemed too N 
nificant for their notice. - > 
Were the reſtoration of man's nature, | 
: and the ſatisfaction of the Divine juſtice, 
which Chriſtians believe to have been the 
purpoſe of the Son of God's coming into | 
| the world, the only ones we could ima- 
gine to be anſwered by it, we might ſup- 
poſe that his appearance in human fleſh at 
the 


4 


the time be began his miniftry, a 1 ſuffering 
deat upon the croſs,” would have been 


ſufficient for thoſe ends; but we ſhould 
recollect, that it has been ſolemnly de- 
clared, that all men will not be benefited 
by the reſtoration of their capacity for a 


title to immortal happineſs, and that. the 


vindication of the Creator's wiſdom in 


creating them, and juſtice in puniſhing 


them, requires that he ſhould prove to 
men and angels that the nature he gave to 


man was adapted to his f ituation, and that 


the duties he enjoined him were not be- 
yond his powers to perform, and this could 


only be done by the exhibition of a man 


(uncontaminated by the depravity of 
Adam's tranſgreſſion, and conſequently. i in 
the ſame condition in which Adara was 


created) paſſing a whole life in ſtrict obe- 
dience to the Divine. will, and this was 


performed by the Son of God, when he 
had emptied himſelf of all his glory and 


divine attributes and became merely the 
celeſtial 


| 
| 
| 


I] 

: celeſtial ſoul of that infant body which 
was prepared for him, of the ſubſtance of 
the Virgin Mary, in her womb, and con- 
tinued thirty years from his birth (the pe- 

riod of man's life moſt prone to animat 

gratifications) ſubject to his parents, and 
in all things conducted himſelf as their 

ſon, but with ſuch purity of heart and in- 
nocency of manners, that when he came 
to be baptized of John, a voice from Hea- 
ven declared hit Almighty F ather wort 


4 mel in him. 


I ſhall paſs over his JLoine and wink: 
try as ſabjects well known and fully diſ- 
cuſſed, and haften to the conſideration of 
thoſe, at the time calamitous, but in their 
_ eonfequences to mankind, glorious ſceiies; 
his accuſation, condemnation, and crucifietion, 
and his behaviour in them, which, I con- 
eeive, ate not generally well underſtood. 
The charge upon which he was apprehend- 
ed by the Jews, and condemned by the 
Sanhedrim, was blaſphemy, in calling him- 
9 2 


K 8 ] 
faf the Son of God; and mating-hinfelf equal TE 
zoith God, and the blaſphemer was, by the 
law of Moſes, to be ſtoned to death as St. 
Stephen was afterwards. The Sanhedrim, 
however, not being permitted by the Ro- 
man government to put any man to death, 

. applied to Pilate for authority to execute 
their ſentence: we have. 4 law, ſaid they, 
and - by that law he ought to die, becauſe he be, 
called himſelf the Son of God. The fact was: 

true, and Chriſt could only ſubmit to it in 
ſilence; but if the Sanhedrim had prevailed. 
with Pilate, and obtained | his. permiſſion to- 
put the ſentence of their. law in execution, 
they might have afterwards proved 'Chriſt; 
not to be the Meſſiah, for one of the Pro- 
phets had faid, a bone of him ſhall not be: 
broken ; and another, that his hands and ſcet, 
ſhould be pierced ; ; and he himſelf had ſaid, 
that he ſhould be liſted up at his death; all of 
which, his being ſtoned would have flatly . 
contradicted. Pilate, however, being 2 


heathen, in religion, though a Jew by na- 


tion, 


1 25 


tion, did not think Chriſt's upto of. 
Divinity a crime to be puniſhed with death, 
but conſidering him as an enthuſiaſt or in- 
ſane, propoſed to ſcourge him, and ſend him 
about his buſineſs ; and his doing ſo would 
4 have equally ſerved to contradict che pro- 
phecies, as would the ſtoning him. That 
he might not eſcape, however, (or rather, 
that the prophecies concerning him might 
be fulfilled,) the Sanhedrim inſtantly dropt 
the accuſation upon which they had tried 
and condemned him, and brou ght another 
which they rightly imagined would be 
more likely to be attended to by Pilate, as 
it would intereſt him in his deſtruction: 
' this charge was treaſon againſt Czar, in 
ſtiling himſelf King of the Jews; a charge 
utterly falſe in the ſenſe in which his ac- 
iſers urged it, though, in fact and reality, | 
true. Chriſt, therefore, when he juſtified 
himſelf from it in the ſenſe in which they 
meant it, by faying, if he had a kingdom 
in this world, he would have ſoldiers WhO 


would 
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would — for him, whereas he ſaw him 
a deſerted indivi idual, gave Pilate to under- 
ſtand, that he had a kingdom elſewhere. 
This juſtification, however, appeared ſo 
ſatisfactory to Pilate, that he ſtill wiſhed 
to releaſe him, till the Jews alarmed his 
fears, that his doing ſo might be made an 
occafian of impeaching his attachment to 
Cæſar, by telling him, that if he let Chri fe 
go, he was not Caeſar's friend, as whoever 
made himſelf a king derogated from Caeſar's 
dignity : this brought Pilate into their mea- 
ſures; and as Chriſt was to he executed for 
treaſon,, he was of courſe to undergo 
the puniſhment of a traitor, which was 
crucifixion. And now let the unbeliever 
ſtand amazed if he will not be convinced 
when he reads St. John's account of this 
aſtoniſhing tranſaction, which diſcovers ſo 
plainly the wonderful ways of God, in 
making the devices of wicked men ſubſer- 


vient to his purpoſes againſt their will, and 
8 by 


[el 


by the very means which they were em- 


ploying to countera® ther | 
__ Great injuſtice is frequently done to the 
character of Chriſt, which was all meekneſs 
and ſubmiſſion upon this trying occaſion, 
permitting himſelf to be led like a lamb to 
the Naughter, according to the prediction of 
Ifaiah ; by repreſenting him as ſuffering the 
moſt exquiſite pains upon the croſs, which 
forced him to cry out, with impatience of 
the anguiſh, My God 4 My God! Why haſt 
thou forſaken me ? This exclamation, how- 
ever, as it is called, was in fact, nothing leſs 


than an expreſſion of impatience under his 


ſufferings; for it was merely a quotation of 
the 22d pſalm; and the application of it to 
| himſelf, in the manner all ſuch quotations 
were. then made, by repeating the two or 
three firſt words of the thing quoted, and 
as we now do, by calling the pſalms or 
_ hymns by the name of the firſt Latin words 
which they begin with, as the Te Deum, the 
Magniſicate, &c.; and that the Centurian, 
Ix as Ee 


„„ 

with was probably a Jew, fo. underflood 
Chrift , is plain, from his own declaration 
upon hearing i it, that truly this man was the 
S, on of God ; whereas, if he had conceived 
he ſo cried out from 1 impatience of his ſuf- 
ferings, he would have been much apter to 
have concluded him not to have been the 
Son God. | 

_ Chriſt having by his life and death, as the 
Son of Man, fulfilled all the gracious pur- 
poſes of his appearance. upon earth, at his 
reſurrection from the dead reſumed his Di- 
vine attributes, and received permiſſion from 
the Father to exerciſe them in his human 
nature, which was now ſpiritualized, and 
fitted for glory, even that glory which the 
Son had with the F. ather, before all worlds, 
and in that nature will he come to judge | 
men and angels, at the laſt day of this ma- 
terial ſyſtem's continuance in its preſent 
form ; and then will the wretched Lucifer, 
and his apoſtate confederates, ſee fulfilled, 
to their inexpreſſible mortification, that pre 
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diction of the exaltation of the new created 
nature, which had ſo inflamed their pride, 
and ſharpened their Envy, as to excite them 
to exert their malice and ſubtilty to defeat 
it; ; and then ſhall the wicked and faithleſs 
of mankind, their miſerable aſſociates, diſ- 
mayed and terrified by the ſplendid Majeſty 
of that meck and humble Nazarite, whoſe 
precepts they rejected, whoſe Divinity 
they ridiculed : and whoſe redemption they | 
deſpiſed, call i in vain upon the diſſolving 
rocks to fall upon them, and the melting 


1- hills to cover them from the face of Him 


that fitteth upon the throne of judgement ; 

while the faithful in ſpirit, and the pure in 

heart, awaked by the trumpet's joyful ſound, 

and the refulgent beams of celeſtial light 

breaking in upon them, ſhall ſpring from 
the grave to meet their Saviour in the air, 

and receive from him that extatic welcome, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, receive the 
K ingdom prepared for you from the beginning, 
Ven awhere I am, you ſhall be alſo FOR EVER. 
© oa proſpect 
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Lavin fic this, is an object worthy 
the ambition of a being who claims kindred 
With angels; and he who has conceptions 
| ſublime enough to entertain and enjoy it, 
will look down from the height to which 
it elevates him, with pity and contempt, 
upon the little triumphs of an Alexander or 
a Czfar, and the tinſel pageantry of all 
worldly pomp and grandeur. Nor will he 
be more apt to be alarmed by the terrors of 
human power, than allured by its blandiſh- 
ments ; for, in the ſeraphic language of 
Dr. Skelton, © Let Perſecution ſeat itſelf 
* upon a throne, and try him with the 
_ * frowns of power; let it ſhake its laſh and 
e rattle its chains, and point to its loath- 
+ ſome dungeons, it ſhall find his ſoul raiſed 
66 infinitely above all its menaces. Let 
6 Death preſent itſelf in its moſt hideous 
* dreſs; let it foam on the jaws of the wild 
| 6. beaſt ;; let it groan from the croſs ; let it 
*. devour in tha _ furnace ! he ſhall 


„ meet 


E 
' & meet it with a ſmile, he ſhall embrace it 
« with a calm and ſteady joy.“ Such are 
| the glorious effects of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and ſuch are the hopes founded upon it, by 
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The Rev. James Jeans WIL n, Roe | 


tor of St. George's, Harford County. 
Dr. THOMAS CRADOCK. 


Mr. JosxrH CovuDEN. 


From the State of VIRGINIA. 


The Rev. Davin GRIFFITH, Rector of 
Fairfax Pariſh. 


. Joas Pace, Eſquire 7g 


From the State of SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The "EW Hanar N D. D. Rector 
of St. Michael's, Charleſton. 

The Hon. Jacos READ, Eſquire. 

The Hon. CHARLES PINENEyY, Eſquire. 


8 


JOUR- 


— eta acts cant 


PO VR: Na. 
&c. &c. ; 
TvzsDArY, 27th of September, 1785. 


CLERICAL and Lay Deputies from ſe- 
veral of the States aſſembled; and judging 
it proper to wait the arrival of the Deputies 
from the other States, e 

| Adjourned until to-morrow at ten 0 Yclock. 


WeDxESDAY, 28th of September, 1785. 


The Convention met, according to ad- 

journment; and the Rev. Dr. Keene, by 

deſire, read prayers. 5 8 
The Rev. David Griffith v was unanimouſly 


choſen . 
On 


1 
0. motion, Relobved, That a Preſident 


be now choſen by ballot, and that each State 


PR, ce” 
"RA 


| have one vote; which being done, and the 


ballots counted, it appeared that the Rev. 


William White, D. D. was n 


choſen. 


Ordered, That hs Dai from Bi ſe- 


veral States produce che teſtimonials of their 
appointment; ich being done, and t 1 


teſtimonial s read, 


© Reſolved, That the teſtimonials 104890 


from the church 1 in the ſeveral States; viz. 


in New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and South 
Carolina, are ſatisfactory. | 

The Reſolutions of a Re. of the 


| Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, held in the 


city of New York, on the 6th and 7th of 

October, 1784, were read. 
Or dered, That the ſame lie on the table. 
Adjourned to fix o'clock this evening. 


WEDNES=- 


C71. 


= WepxEsDaY EveniNG, Six o'clock. 


* 


The Convention met, according to ad- 


en 


Ordered, That the — of a for- 


mer Convention at New Vork be again read; 
which being done, and the düerent articles 


conſidered, 


Reſelved,” 'That the firſt, ſecond, and 


third articles propoſed as fundamental by the 


ſaid Convention, are approved of. 
The fourth article being read, it was, on 
motion, Reſolved, That a Committee be ap- 


pointed, conſiſting of one Clerical and one 


Lay Deputy from the Church in each State, 
to conſider of and report ſuch alterations in 
the Liturgy, as ſhall render it conſiſtent 
with the American revolution and the con- 
ſtitutions of the reſpective States: And ſuch 
further alterations in the Liturgy, as it may 
be adviſeable for this Convention to recom- 


* 

i 
1 
if 
| 35 
} 

1 
9 
f \ 


1 
j 
} 


[ 1% 
mend to the conſideration of the Church | 
here-repreſented. 

Reſolved, That the fich, fixth, 3 
venth of the aforeſaid articles, propoſed as 
fundamental, are approved of; the ſixth ar- 
cle being firſt explained and underſtood, as 

meaning that the Deputies are to vote ac- 
cording to the States from which may come, 
and not individually. 
Refolved, That a Committee, to \ be com- 
poſed as aforeſaid, prepare and report a draft 
of an eccleſiaſtical conſtitution for the Pro- 
teſtant Epiſcopal Church in the United States 
of America. 

A Committee was appointed 3 | 
viz. the Rev. Mr. Provoſt and the Hon. Mr. 
Duane for New York ; the Rev. Mr. Beach 
and Mr. Dennis for New Jerſey ; the Rev. 
Dr. White and Mr. Peters for Pennſylvania; 
the Rev. Dr. Wharton and Mr. Sykes for 
Delaware; the Rev. Dr. Smich and Dr. 
Cradock for Maryland ; the Rev. Mr. Grif- 
fith and Mr. Page for Virginia; and the 
Rev. 


"= 


: Rev. Dr. Purcell and 

for South Carolina, 

| Reſolved, That the preparing the a 

fary and propoſed alterations in the Liturgy 
be referred to the ſame Committee. 

| The Convention e to ten o clock 

to-morrow I, 


_ "Ag Hon. Mr. Read | 


6 hf 


* 


We 


© 


| Tavnspar, 29th of September, 1785. : 


The Convention met, according to ad- 
joum int, and the Rev. Def my read 
prayers. 5 ö 

| - Reſebved, That a perſon be appointed to 
aſſiſt the Secretary, and to officiate. in his 


ſtead when he ſhall be employed i in the bu- 


ſineſs of the Committee ; i and Mr. Clarke 

was appointed accordingly. „ q 
- The Rev. Dr. Smith, as Chairman of the 

Committee for reviſing and altering the Li- : 


turgy, & c. reported, that the Committee 
had made ſome progreſs in the buſineſs re- 
ferred to them, but not having completed 


A. ee e d e e Re OT 


Tx: 166, 1; 
the 9 aefired leave to fi again; ; which #2 
being agreed to, © 
The Convention adjournedts t ten 0 "clock 1 
to-morrow morning. 


Fs RI DAY, 3oth 4 September I 7s. 


The . met, ae g to ad- 
journment, and the Rev. . Provoſt read 
prayers. 55 

On motion, Reſolved, That the Commit- 
tee for reviſing and altering the Liturgy, = 
&c. do alſo prepare and report a pla for ob- 
taining the conſecration of Biſhops, toge- | 
ther with an addreſs/ to the Moſt Reverend. 
the Archbiſhops and the Right Reverend the 
Biſhops of the Church of England, for that 
purpoſe. f 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the "Ye 
mittee for reviſing, &c. reported that they 
had made further progreſs in the buſineſs re- 
ferred to them, but not having finiſhed the ; 


* 
| * 
4 , 


"167 . 1 
1 — which was | 
agreed to. . 

The Convention adjournedtoni nine o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Sarvapar, 17 95 oui, I 178, 5 


8 


The e met, according to ad- | 
journment 3 and the Rev. Dr. Smith read 
prayers. . 

The Rev, Dr. Smith, from the Commit- . 
tee for reviſing, &c. reported, that they had 
prepared a draft of the alterations to be 
made in the Liturgy ; and that they had alſo 


prepared a draft of a General Eccleſiaſtical . 


Conſtitution, which he was ready tore. | 

port. : 
Crd. That the fame be now i received; 

which being done, and the report read, 


Ordered, That the ſaid report lie on the 


5 table for the peruſal of the members. 


The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the fims 
Committee, reported, that 0p” have had 


Pa wil 


e 5 
under conſideration the further en 
to be propoſed in the Liturgy, and were 


ready to report in part. 


Ordered, That the report be now receiv- : 
ed and read : which being done, | 
Ordered, That the. report laſt read, lie 
on the table. 
| Ordered, That ſo much of the reviſed Li- 
turgy' as reſpects the American revolution 
and the conſtitutions oſ the States be again 


read, and conſidered by paragraphs; ; which 


being done, 1 5 
Ordered, That the alterations ; in the Li 
rey to be propoſed tothe church be again 
oy and conſidered by paragraphs ; which 
| being done in part, ES, 
The Convention adjourned to ſix o Yelock 
this evenin * 


Sarl Franine, Six o' Clocł. 


The Convention met, according to . 


journment. 
Ordered, 


F Fo: 109 . 
Oradtred, That the report from the com- | 


mittee be reſumed, a the remainder of 


it read and confidered by paragraphs? . which 
5 being g done, | 

The Convention adjourned to ten o 'clock 
on Monday morning. 55 


Mlbnpar. 34 of Obe, 1 78 7 


a Convention met, 3 g to ad- 
| journment and the Rev. Dr. Weſt read 


9 prayers. 


The Rev. De. Smith, from the Commit- 


tee for reviſing, &c. reported, that they had 
made further progreſs in the buſineſs refer- 
red to them, and were ready to report. 
Ordered, That the report be now receiv- 
ed, and that the ſame be read and conſi- 


dered by paragraphs; ; which having 8 been 


done in part, 
The Convention adjourned to ſix 0 clock 
this evening. | 


MonpDay 


- 3.4 on * 
7 * hte 


- % eh S 


6 2 * 0 * 
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| Monyavy Erne, Six Check. f Is 


The Convention. met, wel: to ads 

journment. 

Ordered, That the report by; the Cod 5 
mittee for reviſing, &c. be reſumed, which | 
was accordingly done ; and the Convention 
having made further progreſs therein, 

. Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow 


Tessa, 46 of Ofteber, 178 5. 


The Convention met, accordin 8 to ad. 
journment ; and the Rev. Mr. Ogden read 
prayers. + - 

Ordered, That clerks be employed to 
i tranſcribe, under direction of the Chairman 
of the Committee for reviſin ig, &c. all the 
alterations propoſed, and other matters 
agreed on by the Convention. 

Ordered, That the draft of an Ecde- 
_ fiaſtical Conſtitution be read and conſidered 


by 


5 x 2 11 9 75 
by paragraphs, which was done ; nd this x 
Convention, having. a dome progreſs. 
therein, | - 
Adjourned t to fix 0 ber this evening, 


TvzsDaY EVENING, Six e Clock. 


The Corti 7 met, ; puruane e to ad- 

journment. 

Ordered, That the ny of the 
| General Eodlefiaſtical: Conilivation be re 
| ſumed, and that the ſame be read and eon 
ſidered by paragraphs ; which being done, 

and the: blanks filled up, was W to, 
and is as follows, vito- 
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A Genera: Ectle 2 — Pg the” * 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, in the United” 
States e D 22s Pee 


Wunknas in ke FS of D. 
vine Providence, the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in the United States of America is 
become independent of all foreign authe. | 
rity, civil and eccleſiaſtical : 

And whereas, at a meeting of Clerical. 
and Lay Deputies of the ſaid Church, in 
ſundry of the ſaid States, viz. in the States 
of Maſſachuſetts, Rhode Iſland, Connec- 


ticut, New York, New Jerſey, Fentdyl-.: 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, held in 
the city of New York, on the 6th and 


-th days of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1784. it was recommended to this 
Church in the ſaid States repreſented as 
aforeſaid, and propoſed to this Church 


in the States not repreſented, that they 
mould ſend Deputies to a Convention to 


* 


be 


932 


5 [i 13 1 23 
ka leis in the. diy of Philidalpbia, am | 
the Tueſday before the feaſt of St. Mi. 
chael, in the. preſent year, in order to. 

unite in a Conſtitution of Eccleſiaſtical 

Government, agreeable to certain funda«: 

mental principles expreſſed in the faid re- 

commendation and propoſal : _ 

And whereas, in conſequence of the 

ſaid recommendation and propoſal, Cleri- | 

cal and Lay Deputies have been duly ap- 

pointed from the ſaid Church in the States 

of New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, | 

Delaware, Maryland, Wan and South 1 

Carolinas YT 3 

The ſaid Depation beigg now v afſernbled, : | 

and taking into conſideration the impor- 

tance of maintaining uniformity in doc» . 

trine, diſcipline, and worſhip, in the fad 

Church, do hereby determine and declare, 

; I, That there ſhall be a general Con- 

vention of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church | 

in the United States of America, which 

ſhall be held in the city of Philadelphia, | 
1 2 on | 


i td w/e” a vt rel ca ' FR Ow — — 
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5 1 114 15 | 

on the third Tueſday in June, in the year 
of our Lord 1786, and for ever after, 
once in three years on the third Tueſday . 
of June, in ſuch place as ſhall be deter- 

mined by the Convention; and ſpecial 

meetings niay be held at ſuch other times 
and in ſuch places as ſhall be hereaffer 
provided for; and this Church, in a ma- 
jority of the States aforeſaid, ſhall be re- 


prefented before they ſhall proceed to bu- 


ſmeſs; 8 ept that | os r eee * 5 


bark Clergy and 4 5 aity of the Church in 
each State Which d all conſiſt of one or 


more Deputies, - not exceeding ſour, of 


each order; and in all queſtions the ſaid 
Church in each State ſhall have one vote; 


and a majority of 3 be con 


. 


cluſive. 5 F 5 „ 85 £m 


„%% u. n 


1 


1 . M he ſaid Church! in every ee | 


repreſen ted in this Convention, there ſhall 
be a Convention conſiſting of the Clergy 
and Lay Deputies of the: congregations. 4 
IV. « The Book of Common Prayer, 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
% and other Rites and Ceremohies/of the 
Church, according to the uſe of the 
„Church of England,” - ſhall be conti- 
nued to. be uſed by this Church, as the 
ame is altered by this Convention, in a 
- certain inſtrument of writing paſſed by 
- their authority, entituled, “ Alterations 
* of the Liturgy of the Proteſtant Epiſ- 
« copal Churcb, in the United States of 
„ America, in order to ren er the lame 
£66 conformable to the American revolution and 
4 the conſtirutions of the reſptetive Hater. 
MV. In every State where there ſhall be 
a Biſhop: duly conſecrated and ſettled, and 
who ſhall have acceded to the articles of 
this General | Eccleſiaſtical - Conſtitution, 


* * * . 1 
„ * 
8 2 3 e 
we LEY 1 
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be bal be conſidered as 2 Bember of the 
Convention ex icio. Me 

VI. The Biſhop or Biſh opt = 00 

State ſhall be choſen ate e to ſueh 
rules as ſhall be fixed by the reſpeftive 
Conventions: and every Biſhop of this 
Church ſhall confine the exerciſe of his 
_ Epiſcopal office to his proper juriſdiction; 
. unleſs requeſted to ordain or confirm by 
any church deſtitute of a Biſnop. 
VII. A Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in 
any of the United States not now repre- 
- ſented, may at any time hereafter be ad- 
mitted, on _— to the articles of 1 
union. 

VIII. Every Clin whether Bi- 
| Want or Preſbyter, or Deacon, ſhall be 
amenable to the authority of the Conven- 
tion in the State to which he belongs, ſo 
far as relates to ſuſpenſion or removal from 
office; ; and the Convention in' each State 
ſhall inſtitute rules for their conduct, and 
an 3 * of trial. 


IX. 4 


1 
IX. And whereas it is repreſented” to 
chis Convention to be the deſire of the 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in theſe States, 
chat there may be farther alterations of 
the Liturgy than ſuch as are made neceſ- 
ſary by the American revolution; there- 
fore the . Book of Common Prayer, and 
«© Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
„ Church, according to the uſe of the 
<6 Church of England,” as altered by an 
Inſtrument of writing, paſſed under the 
authority of this Convention, entituled, 
«© Alterations in the Book of Common 
Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
. ccrainients, and other Rites and Ceremo- 
„ nies, of the Church, according to the 
„ uſe of the Church of England, propoſed 
and recommended to the Proteſtant Epiſ- 
e copal Church in the United States of 
America,“ ſhall be uſed in this Church, 
When the ſame ſhall have been ratified by 
the 


FF . . 

8 che Coriventions: which Bas ! reſp e 

ſent Deputies to this General neten 

X. No perſon ſhall be ordained or per- 
| 16 00) to officiate as-a Miniſter in this 


Church, until he ſhall have fubſeribed the 


following declaration, *.1 go beliaye: the 
« holy ſcriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament to be the word of God, and 
0 to contain all things neceflary to ſalva- 
« tiou z and I: do: ſolemnly engage to c. 
* form to the doftrines and worſhip. of 
1 the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, as 
« ſettled and determined in the Book of 
Common Prayer,, and Adminiſtration of 
<6 the Sacraments, ſet forth by the Gene- 
<4 ral Convention of the Proteſtant. 264 
4 copal Church in theſe United States.“ 
XI. This General Eccleſiaſtical Conſti- 
tution, when ratified; by the Church in 
the different ſtates, ſhall be couſidered as 
fundamental; and ſhall be unalterable by 
the Convention of the Church in any 


Sta te. 
The 


„„ CC 
The Hes Mr. Duane, from the Com- 
mittee for reviſing, &c. reported, "that 
they had, according to order, prepared 2 


plan for obtaining the conſecration of Bi- 


ſhops,” and' a draft of an addreſs to the 


Moſt Reverend the Archbiſhops and the 


Right Reverend the Biſkops of the Church 


of England, and were ready to * the 


fe; | FI. 


ordered. That the plan and draft 5 


offered be received; which being done, 


and the ſame twice read and confidered by 


paragraphs, was-ordered to be tranſeribed. 


The Convention then ge to ten | 


o'clock to-morrow pr E CEL at 28S 
942 7 2 | * e E 
7 5 1 4 * * 6 A 5 by ; 1 # A. 4 ö 


Wxbuxspäv, 5 of Oftober,, 1785. 
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The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment; and the Nw: NE From 


- 


read prayers. | 
Ordered, That the tranſeribed copy FY 


the «6 Alterations i in the Liturgy, t9.ren- { 


ts 
x 


oY” e ö 


- 

4 

5 

Len . "EY 
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Et cee I 

&« der it conſiſtent with the American re- 
K. volutz tion and the Conſtitutions of the 
5 reſpective States, be read and conſi- 
| dered by paragraphs ; which being done. 

_ Reſolved, That the Liturgy ſhall be 
uſed in this Church as accommodated to 
the revolution, agreeably to the. alterations 
now approved of and ratified by this Con 


vention *, 


On motion, Rehe That FIR 6 
of July ſhall be obſerved by this Church 
for ever, as a day of thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God, for the ineſtimable bleſſings. 
of religious and civil liberty vouchſafed to 
the United States of America, _ 

On motion, Reſolved, That ths kr 
Thurſday i in N ovember in every Fear for 
ever, ſhall be obſerved by this Church as 
e general OY * 


* Neither theſe nor the other alterations ir- 
wards propoſed are printed in the Journal, as they 
will appear in the Book of Common FRG now in 
the 8 1 1 
2 e God, 


| $3 133 Þ | 
| God, for the fruits of the eatth, and i 

the other bleſſings o of his merciful pro- 
vidence. 1 

| Ordered, That a End be appoint- 
ed to prepare a form of prayer and thankf- 
giving for the fourth of July; ; and a Com- 
mittee was accordin gly appointed, viz. the 
Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Dr. Magaw, | 
the Rev. Dr. Wharton, and .the Rev. 
; Mr. Campbell. 

Ordered, That the alterations in "the 
Liturgy to be propoſed to this Church 
be read and conſidered by paragraphs ; : 
and the Convention made ſome OO 
therein. i 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the Com- 
mittee, to prepare a form of prayer and 
thankſgiving for the fourth of July, re- 
ported that they had prepared the ſame. 
| Ordered, That it be now received and 
* Ordered, That the ſaid report be read 
mm: N 


f. 133 4. 
and 9 by paragraphs; £ which ting 
| done. | 
| Reſolved, That the ſaid Rad of. prayer £ 

be uſed 1 in this Church on the i boa of | 


July for ever. 5 
Then the Convention adjourned-to fix 
o'clock this evening. 


Wrnunznar EvaninG,: Sir o Chek 


The Convention met, . to ad- 
journment. 8 
Oradered, That the ie of the 
propoſed alterations in the Liturgy be 
reſumed. 
Ordered, That the ſame be again read 
and conſidered by paragraphs ; ; which be- 
ing done, and the alterations agreed to, 
Reſolved, That the ſaid alterations be 
propoſed and recommended to the Proteſtant 
Epiſcopal Church in the States from which 
there are Deputies to this Convention. 


Ordered, 


8 


5 TL 
| Ordered, That the alterations made in the - 
articles be again read ; which being done, 
| Ordered, That the fame be read and con- 
ſidered by paragraphs; ; which being 95 

and ſome time ſpent theren, 
EReſolved, That the articles, as now al- 
. tered, be recommended to this Church, to 
be by them n in the next General 
Convention. . . 
Ordered, That the plan for obtaining — 
Conſecration, and the Addreſs to che Arch- 


biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of Eng- 


land, be again read; which being done, the 
ſame were agreed to, and are as follow : og 


F irſt, That this Convention addreſs the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops of the Church of 
England, requeſting them to " eater: the 
epiſcopal character on ſuch perſons as ſhall | 
be choſen and recommended to them for that 
purpoſe, from the Conventions of this 
Chureh, in che reſ jock States. 


R 2 : Secondly, 
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e That 3 it be recommended to the 
faid Conventions, that ey elect DIE: for 
this purpoſe. | 

Thirdly, That it be farther recommended 
to the different Conventions, at their next 
reſpective ſeſſions, to appoint committees, 
with powers to correſſ pond with the Engliſh | 

Biſhops, for the carrying of theſe reſolutions 

into effect; and that, until ſuch committees 
| ſhall be appointed, they be requeſted to di- 
rect any communications which hey may 
be pleaſed to make on this ſubject, to the 
committee, conſiſting of the Reverend Dr. 
White, Preſident, the Rev. Dr. Smith, the 
Rev. Mr. Provoſt, the Honourable James 
Duane, Eſq. and Samuel Powell and Rich- 
ard Peters, Eſquires. | 

Fourthly, That it be recommended to the 
different Conventions, that they pay eſpecial 


attention to the making it appear to their 
Lordſhips, that the perſons who ſhall be 
ſent to them for conſecration, are deſired in 
the character of Biſhops, as well by the 

| Laity 


, 
Laity as by the Clergy. of this Church, in 
| the ſaid States reſpectively ; and that they 
will be received by them in that character 
on their return. | 
Dip, And ia nder 10 . * 
ſhips of the legality of the preſent propoſed 
application, that the Deputies now aflem- 
| bled be defired to make a reſpectful addreſs 
to the civil rulers of the States in which 
they reſpectively refide, to certify that the 
faid application i is not contrary to the con- 
ſtitutions and laws of the ſame. ; 
| Sixtbly, And whereas the Biſhops of this 
; Church will not be entitled to any of ſuch 
temporal honours as are due to the Archbi- 
ſhops and Biſhops of the parent Church, in 
quality of Lords of Parliament ; and where- 
as the reputation and uſefulneſs of our Bi- 
ſhops will conſiderably depend on their tak- 
ing no higher titles or ſtile than will be due 
to their ſpiritual employments ; that it be 
recommended to this Church in the States 
here ia: to provide, that their re- 


reſpective 
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e 
pee Biſhops may be called The 
Right Reverend A. B. Biſhop of the Pro- 
teſtant Epiſcopal Church in C. D.” and, as | 
Biſhop, may have no other title; and may 
not uſe any ſuch ſtile as is uſually deſcrip- 
tive of men power and e 0 


To the Mo oft Reverend and Right Reverend the 
Arc bb. Hoops off Canterbury and York, and 
the Biſhops of the Church of England. 


Wes, the Clerical and Lay Deputies of 
the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in ſundry 
of the United States of America; think it 
our duty to addreſs your Lordſhips on a ſub- 
ject deeply intereſting, not only to ourſelves 
and thoſe whom we. repreſent, but, as we 
conceive, to.the common cauſe of Chriſti- | 


anity. 


Our forefathers, when A left the nnd 
of their nativity, did not leave the boſom of 


that Church, over which your Lordſhips 


nw nov 


N 127 1 | 
now 7 prefide ; but, as well from a veneration 
for Epiſcopal Goyernment, as from an at- 

tachment to the admirable ſervices of our 
Liturgy, continued in willing connection 
with their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors in Eng- 
land, and were ſubjected to many local in- 
conveniencies, rather than break the ny 
of the Church to which they belonged. = 
When it pleaſed the Supreme Ruler af 
the Univerſe, that this part of the. Britiſh 
empire ſhould be free, ſoverei gn and inde- | 
| pendent, it became the moſt important con- 
cern of the members of our communion to 
provide for its continuance: And while, in 
agcompliſhing of this, they kept in view 
that wiſe and liberal part of the ſyſtem of 
the Church of England, which excludes as 
well the claiming as the acknowledging of 
ſuch ſpiritual ſubjection as may be incon- 
ſiſtent with the civil duties af her children, 
it was nevertheleſs their earneſt deſire and 
_ reſolution to retain the venerable form of 
n ne . down to 


them, 


Fig 
* 


1 0 1 


them, as NN conceived, from the Ante of : 
the Apoſtles ; and endeared to them by che 
remembrance of the holy Biſhops of the pri- 
mitive Church „of the bleſſed Martyrs who 
_ reformed the doctrine and worſhip of che 
Church of England, and of the many great 5 
and pious Prelates who have adorned that 
Church in every ſucceeding age. But how- | 
ever general the deſire of completing the or- 
ders of our Miniſtry, ſg diffuſed and uncon- 
nected were the mem ers of our commu- 
nion over this extenſive country, that much 
time and negociation were neceſſary for the 
forming a repreſentative body of the greater 
number of the Epiſcopalians in theſe States; 
and owing to the ſame cauſes, it was not 
until this Convention, that ſufficient powers 
could be procured for the addrefling Tour | 
Lordſhips on this ſubject. V 
The petition which we offer to your ve- 
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nerable body, is that from a tender regard 
to the religious intereſts of thouſands in 
this _ . ore ing the fame reli- 


gious 


Ei 
giout princ ple . the Church of England ; 
you will be pleaſed to confer the Epiſcopal 
character on ſuch perſons as ſhall be recom- 
mended by this Church i in the ſeveral States 
here repreſented : Full ſatisfaction bein, 8 
given of the ſufficiency of the perſons re- 
commended, and of its being the intention 
of the general body of the Epiſcopalians in 
the faid States reſpeQvely, t to receive them 
in quality of Biſhops. 5 
Whether this our requeſt will meet with 
inſurmountable impediments from the poli- 
tical regulations of the kingdom in which 
your Lordfhips fill ſuch diſtin guiſhed ſta- 
tions, it is not for us to foreſee; we have 
not been aſcertained, that any ſuch will ex- 
iſt; and are humbly of opinion, that as citi- 
zens of theſe States, intereſted | in their pro- | 
ſperity, and religiouſly regarding the alle- 
giance which we owe them, it is to an ec- 
_ clefiaſtical ſource only we can apply in the 
preſent 9 
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It may be of conſequence to obſerve, 


rhat in theſe States there is a - ſeparation. be- 


tween the concerns of policy and thoſe of 
religion; that accordingly our civil rulers 


cannot officially join in the preſent applica» | 


tion ; that, however, wearefar from appre- 
hendin g the oppoſition or even diſpleaſure 


of any of thoſe honourable perſonages ; and 


finally, that in this buſineſs we are juſtified 


by the conſtitutions of the ſtates, which are 


the foundations and control of all our laws. 
On this point, we beg leave to refer to the 
encloſed extracts from the conſtitutions ef 
the reſpective States of which we are citi- 
zens, and we flatter ourſelves that they 
muſt be ſatisfactory. 

Thus we have ſtated to your or Lb 


the nature and the grounds of our applica- 


tion; which we have thought it moſt re- 


ſpectful and moſt ſuitable to the magnitude 


of the object to addreſs to your n 
for your deliberation, before any pe | 


ſent over to carry them into effect; what- 


ever 


| ever may be the event, no time will efface 


the remembrance of the' paſt ſervices of 
your Lordſhips and your predeceſſors. The 
Archbiſhops of Canterbury were not pre- 
vented, 'even by the weighty concerns of 
their high ſtations, from attending to the 
intereſts of this diſtant branch of the Church 
under their care. The Biſhops of London 
were our Dioceſans: and the uninterrupted, 
although voluntary, ſubmiſſion of our con- 
gregations will remain a perpetual proof of 
their mild and paternal government. All 
the Biſhops of England, with other diſtin- 
guiſhed characters, as well eccleſiaſtical as 
civil, have concurred in forming and car- 
rying on the benevolent views of the So- 
ciety for propagating the Goſpel in foreign 
i parts; ; a ſociety to whom, under God, the 


proſperity of our Church is in an eminent 
degree to be aſcribed. It is our earneſt wiſh 
to be permitted to make, through your 
Lordſhips, this juſt acknowledgment to 
that venerable ſociety ; a tribute of grati- 
82 tude 


E 
tude which \ We. the rather hs this oppor- 
tunity of paying, as while they thought. 
it neceſſary to withdraw their pecuniary 
aſſiſtance from our Miniſters, they have 
endeared their paſt favours by a benevolent | 
declaration, that it is far from their 
thou ghts to alienate their affection from 
their brethren now under another govern» 
ment; with the pious wiſh, that their for · 
| mer exertions may {till continue to bring 
forth the fruits they aimed at of pure reli- 
gion and virtue. Our hearts are penetrat- 
ed with the moſt lively gratitude by theſe. 
Kids ee Mg e e 
of former benefits paſſes in review before 
us; we pray that our Church may be a 
: laſting monument of the uſefulneſs of fo 
worthy a body, and that her ſons may ne- 
ver ceaſe to be kindly affectioned to the 
members of that Church, the Fathers of 
which have fo tenderly watched oyer her 
infancy. 


a 12 * 
* 
— * 
For 
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„ 

For your Lordſhips in particular, we 
4 moſt ſincerely wiſh and pray, that you may 

| long continue the ornaments of the Church 
of England, and at laſt receive the reward 
of the righteous from the great Wen 
and Biſhop of Souls. . a 

We are, with all the reſpect which i is 
due to your exalted and venerable charac- 
ters =o ſtations, 


Your Lordſhips' | 
Moſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble Servants, 

In Convention, Chriſt Af) 

durcb, Philadelphia, 

. October gib, 1785. 


5 Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to publiſh the Book of Common Prayer, 
with the alterations, as well thoſe now ra- 
tified in order. to render the Liturgy con- 
ſiſtent with the American revolution and 
the conſtitutions of the reſpeQive States, 
ED IDS 


% 1 
as the alterations and new offices recommend- 


ed to this Church ; and that the book be 
accompanied with a proper Preface or Ad- 
| dreſs, ſetting forth the reaſon and expe- 
diency of the alterations; and that the 
Committee have the liberty to make ver- 
bal and grammatal corrections; but in ſuch 
manner, as that nothing in dunn e or ſub- 
ſtance be altered, ny a ade 
The Committee ec were the Re- 
: verend Dr. White, (Prefident) the Reve- 
rend Dr. Smith, and the Reverend Dr. 
Wharton. 
Ordered, That he: ſaid Cir be 
_ authoriſed to diſpoſe of the copies of the 
Common Prayer when printed; and that 
after defraying all expences incurred there- 
in, they remit the neat profits to the Trea- 
 ſurers of the ſeveral Corporations and So- 
cieties for the relief of the widows and 
children of deceaſed Clergymen in the 
Sauer repreſented 1 in this Convention ; the 
_ profits 


L 235 J 

| profits to be equally divided among the faid 
| Societies and Corporations. | 
| Reſolved, That the ſame Committee * 
P to publiſh, with the Book of 
Common Prayer, ſuch of the reading and 
ſinging pſalms, and ſuch a Kalendar of 
proper leſſons for the different Sundays and 
Holydays throughout the ye, as 5 they 
may think proper. 1 
Rẽſolved, That the ſans S be 
authoriſed to publiſh the RY of tus 
Convention. ' 

Ordered, That the Journal and all as 
Proceedings of the Convention be lodged 
in the hands of the Preſident. | 

On motion, Reſolved, That the Reve- 
rend Dr. Wharton, having preached a ſer- 
mon laſt Sunday on the Duties of the Mi- 
niſterial office, highly ſatisfactory to this 
Convention and the whole audience, ; be re» 
queſted to publiſh the ſame. _ 

On motion, Reſolved, That the Rita: 
rend Dr. Smith be requeſted to prepare and 
preach 


i 96-1; 


preach. a. ſermon ſuited. to the folemn obe | 
caſion of the preſent Convention, on Pri- 5 
day next; and that the Service tit then 
read, 48 propoſed for future uſe." mT 

On motion, Reſofved, That the th 115 
of this Convention be given to the Pre- | 
ſident, for his able and Bc e 8 
of che duties of his office. 7 

On motion, Reſolved, That the Bals 5 
of this Convention be Siven to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Smith, for his exemplary dili- 
gence, and the great aſſiſtance he has rene. 
dered this Convention as Chairman of the 
Committee in perfecting the important 755 
buſineſs in which 8 95 have been N 
e 1 

On motion, Reſolved, That che tHanks 
of this Convention be given to the Reve- 
rend Mr. Griffith, for his ability and dili- 
gence in the diſcharge of n 15 as 88 | 


cretary. 


Then the members pan of the Con- 
vention 928 all the acts and inſtruments, 
: and 


1 137 1 5 


| 755 afterwards rg to mitt on Fri ri- 


, day ten o'clock, at the Academy of the 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, in order to 
| attend divine ſervice and ſermon. 


PFawax, 716 Ober, 1 785. 


The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment, and attended divine ſervice 1 in 
Chriſt Church; when the Liturgy, as al- 
tered, was read by the Rev. Dr. White, 
anda ſuitable ſermon was preached by the 
Reverend Dr. Smith ; after which the Con- 
vention adjourned, to meet this evening 


at ſeven o'clock, at the Academy of the 


Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church. 


Fripay EVENING, Seven o Clock. 


The Convention met, OM. to ad- 


journment. 


On motion, Reſolved, That the thanks 


of this Convention be given to the Reve- 
| T rend 


— 32 — „ ” 
En ney ny nv PHASE} » > — 
5 2 LES —= 
_—_— CRE * 9 * 


— 
aw 


44s l 
r 


1 
= 
, 
Fg 
TH 
ny 
Lon 
11 
* 
5 
. 
: 
* 
o 
1 
* 
Li 
F 
I 
\ 
'_— 
* [4 
i 
N 
U 
2 
* 
3 
4 
> 
' 
4 
by 
tt WE 
fl bu 
KN 
15 1 
4s 
48 
1 * 
£20 | 
q 
e. 
Rn 
„ 
q & SL - 
= \ 
18 
N 
K 
9 * 
: 
WM 
4h 
\. 
ti 
Mo 
7. 
1 
3 * 
. 0 
* 
4 
1. 
. 
gf » 


8 * "4 
oy 


e - 
en IEG, SS, OE, 
—. Con — * 
n 


—— 

1 

1 
—— — 


D rm mnt 
—_— — - 


* 
" * 


— 2 53 2 
> pen = 4; — * day 
. r; n 
4 — F pot 
= _— : 1 =— 


rend Dr. Wa r his ſermon preached 
this day before them ; and that he be re- 
Je queſted to publiſh the ſame. 
| Reſolved, That the Preſident be requeſt. 
ed to preach at the opening of the next 


Convention. 
The Convention then nchen 


Signed, by Order of the Cortvention, 
WILLIAM WHITE, Preſident. 


Aug. David GrIeeiTH, Secretary. 
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Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church 


IN THE STATES OT 


NEW YORK, MARYLAND, 
NEW JERSEY, | VIRGINIA, * 
PENNSYLVANIA, | AND 
DELAWARE, || $80vrn CAROLINA; 


HELD IN 


CHRIST CHURCH, 


. IN THE 


CITY or PHILADELPHIA, 


\ 


FROM 


_ June 20th to 26th, 1786. 
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Members of the Convention. 


Fd 


From the State of NEW YORK. 


TE Rev. SAMUEL PRovos r. | 
The Rev. Josnua BLOO R. 
The Hon. JohN Jar, Eſquire. 


From the State of NEW JERSEY. 
The Rev. ABRAHAM BRAch. | 
The Rev. WILLIAM FRAZER. 
The Hon. Davip BrxearLey, Efquire. 
James Parkes, Eſquire. 
MaTTHIAS HALSTED, Eſquire.- 
E From 


142 Lift of the Members of the Convention. 
From the State of PENNSYLVANIA. 5 


The Rev. WikLiAn WurTe, D. D. 
"I. e Rev. SamvtEL Macaw, D. D. 
The Rev. RokhRRT BLACKWELL, 
The Rev. Joszyn PiLMors, 
The Hon. Fr ANcis Horxixsox. 
PLuxKET FLEE SON, Eſquire. 
SAMUEL PowELL, Eſquire. 


From the State of DELAWARE, 


The Rev. CnarLes H. Wrarton, D. D. 
The REV. SYDENHAM THORNE. - 
ROBCRT CLAY, Eſquire, 

NIchoOoLASs RIDGELEY, Eſquire. 


From the State of MARYLAND. 


The Rev. WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. 


The Rev. WILLIAM SMITH of n 
Pariſh. 


From 


Lift of the Members of the Convention. 1 43 

From the State of VIRGINIA. 
The Rev. David GriyeeITH. 

The Hon. Cyrus GxIrrIx, Eſquire. 

From the State of SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The Rev. RokRRT SMITH. 
Epwarp MiTcnsr., Eſquire. 


The Hon. Joann PARKER, Eſquire. 
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TUESDAY, 20th of Fune, 1 786. 


CLERICAL and Lay Deputies from ſe- 
veral of the States aſſembled; and judging 
it proper to wait for a fuller Convention be- 
fore they entered on buſineſs, OS. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


warne. a 75 Jan, 1786. 


9 
The on vention was cup with di- 
vine ſervice, read by the Rev. Dr. Smuth. 
and the Rey. Mr. Griffith, and a Sermon bs 


on the occaſion, by the Rev. Dr. White. 
Up Ordered, 


Ordered, That the Members preſent ex- 
Hibir the teſtimonials of their reſpective ap- 
pointments ; which was done accordingly. 
Adjourned to nine o'clock | to-morrow. 


Twozanar, 268 f Tune, 1786. 


The Convention met, ai PR to 
| the election of a Preſident and Secretary by 
ballot ; when the Rev. David Griffith was 
duly elected Preſident, and the Hon. Fran- 
cis ee Secretary of 5 | _ 
. | 
Motion made by the Rev. Robert Scaith, 
and ſeconded, 
That the Clergy preſent IF TOR their 
letters of orders, or declare by whom they 
were ordained. | 
Whereupon the previous queſtion was 
moved by the Rev. Dr. Smith, "OE ſecond- 
ed by Dr. White, viz. | 7” 
Whether this queſtion hal now be put ? ? 
Which bein g carried in the affirmative, the 


I 47 1 7 
amin ex ne propoſed, and de. 
| eee 1 
Ordered, That the letter from the Arch- 
| biſhops and Biſhops of England to this Con- 
vention be now read, and it was read ac- | 
| cordingly, in the words following : 


Londen, Feb. 24, ns 


Tothe lus and Lay 8 of the Pkg 
teftant Epiſcopal Church in ſundry of the 


Ti Archbihop of Cantedbury hath' re. 
ceived an addreſs; dated in Convention : 

Chriſt Church, Philadelphia, October 5, 
1785, from the Clerical and Lay Deputies 
of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in ſun- 
dry of the United States of America, dire» 
: rt to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of Eng- 
"Us land, 


LW 
land, and requeſting them to confer the 
Epiſcopal character on ſuch perſons as ſhall 
be recommended by the Epiſcopal Church 
in the ſeveral States by them repreſented. 
s brotherly and chriſtian addreſs was 
communicated to the Archbiſhop of Vork, 
and to the Biſhops, with as much diſpatch | 
as their ſeparate and diſtant ſituations would 
permit, and hath been received and conſi- 
dered by them with that true and affection- 
ate regard which they have always ſhewn 
towards their n, brethre! in Ame- 
rica. | 
We are now: enabled to aſſure you, that 
nothing is nearer to-our hearts than the wiſh 
to promote your ſpiritual welfare, to be in- 
ſtrumental in procuring for you the com- 
plete exerciſe of our holy religion, and the 
enjoyment of that eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, | 
which we believe to be truly apoſtolical, 
| and for which you e ſo unreſerved a 
| veneration. 


We 


3 


[ 149 ! 
We are therefore happy to babe 


8 ſe this pious defi gn is not likely to receive 


any diſcountenance from the civil powers 
under which you live; and we deſire you to 
be perſuaded, that we, on our parts, will 


uſe our beſt endeavours, which we have 


good reaſon to hope will be ſucceſsful, to 
acquire a legal capacity of complying with 
the prayer of your addreſs. 

With theſe ſentiments we are al to 


make every allowance which candour can 


ſuggeſt for the difficulties of your ſituation, 

but at the ſame time we cannot help being 
afraid, that, in the proceedings of your 

Convention, ſome alterations may have been 

adopted or intended, which thoſe difficulties 
do not ſeem to juſtify. 

Thoſe alterations are not mentioned in 


your addreſs, and, as our knowledge of 


them is no more than what has reached us 


through private and leſs certain channels, 


we hope you will think it juſt, both to you 
„ | and 
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e ourſelves, if if we wait for an en. 
en e are anxious to give every | 
proof, not only of our brotherly affe 


but of our facility in forwarding your wiſhes, 
we cannot but be extremely cautious, leſt 
we ſhould be the inſtruments of eſtabliſhing 
an eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem, which will be called 
a branch of the Church of England, butaf- 
rerwards may poſhbly appear to have de- 
parted from it eflentally,” either in dodtrine 
or an diſcipline, 

In the mean time, we heartily commend 


_ ER e e e. 


"They NY Brethren, 5 


J. neommran; J. Lebst & 


R. WorctsreR, CovENTRY, 
I. Oxrozd, 8. GLovarsTER, + 
| 1, ExETER, E. ST. David's, 


To. L1incoLn, Cur. BAISTOI., 
Joun BAN, I. CantvarR, 
„„ W. Enon, 


W. Eon, S. Sr. Asarn, 
R. London, S. Sarum, 
W. Cuichzsrzx, J. PETERBOROUGH, 
C. neee JRun ELT. 


Ts os Scand Hoa | 

able the Clerical and Lay 

Deputiet f the Protęſſant 
Epiſcopal Church in ſundry 
of the United States of _ 1 0 = 
America, Philadelphia. : 


— 5 — — Lo e — - 
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Keſolved, That this Convention enter- . 
tain a grateful ſenſe of the chriſtian affection | 
and condeſcenſion manifeſted in this letter: * 
And whereas it appears that the venerable f 
Prelates have heard, through private chan- 
nels, that the Church here repreſented have 
adopted, or intended, ſuch alterations as 
would be an eſſential deviation from the 
Church of England, this Convention truſt 
that they ſhall be able to give ſuch infor- 
mation to th oſe venerable Prelates, as will 
ſatisfy 


J * : 5 3 
= 


: ſatisfy Shop, that no Yo alterations have 
been adopted or intended. 


Reſalved, That a Committee be now ap- 5 
pointed, to draft an anſwer to the letter of 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of England. . 
Reſolved, That the Rev. Dr. Smith, the 
Rev. Dr. White, the Rev. Dr. Wharton, 
James Parker and Cyrus Griffin, Eſquires, 
be the Committee for this purpoſe. _ 
A motion made by the. Rev. Mr. Provoſt, 
and ſeconded by the Rev. Mr. Smith, Tl 
South Carolina, viz. | 
That this Convention wall reſolve to do 
no act that ſhall im ply the validity of ordi- 
nations made by Dr. Seabur. 
The previo us queſtion was moved by Dr. 
Smith, ſeconded by Dr. White, vi. 
Shall this _ queſtion be now put?—and _ 


carried in the affirmative. The main 


queſtion w 28 then propoſed, * determin- 
ed in the negative, as follows, 


NE 
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New Your, Aye. 
Nxw JERSEY, Aye. 


. 8 
1 * * * 
* * * 
2 8 . 
1 9 
0 , TIO » / * 


PENN SYLVANIA, No. 

DæaLAwARE, No. 
MARVYLAN D, No. 
VInOI NIA, No. 


SouTH CAROLINA, Aye. 


on motion aids by Dr. White, and e. 
conded by Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, 
. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it be recom- 


mended to this Church in the States here 


repreſented, not to receive to the paſtoral, 
charge, within their reſpective limits, cler- 


gymen profeſſing canonical ſubjection to 


any Biſhop, in any ſtate or country, other 


than thoſe Biſhops who may be duly ſettled 


in the. States repreſented in this Conven- 
1 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, 


FRIDAY, the 23d of June, ane - 


The Convention met, accordin g to ad- 


jour! nment. 
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On motion made by the abs. Mr. Sraith, 
of South Carolina, and ſeconded, it was 
r 
Reſolved, That it „% „ 
the Conventions of the Church, repreſent- 
ed in this General Convention, not to ad- 
mit any-perſon as a Miniſter within their 
reſpective limits, who ſhall receive ordina- 
tion from any Biſhop reſiding in America, 
during the application now pending to the 
Engliſh Biſhops | for Epiſcopal conſecration. 
The Journals of the late Convention and 
the propoſed conſtitution of the Church | 
were read for the firſt time. | 
| Previous to a ſecond reading, a memo- 
rial from the Convention of the Church in 
the State of New Jerſey was preſented, and 
ſundry communications from the Conven- 
tions in the other States were made, rela- 
tive to the buſineſs of this Convention : 5 
Whereupon, 1 | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid memorial and 
communications be referred to the firſt Ge- 
neral 


r 
neral Convention which ſhall aſſemble 
with ſufficient powers to determine on the 
ſame; and that, in the mean time, they 
be lodged with the Secretary. 

The propoſed Conſtitution was then 
taken up for a ſecond reading, and debated 
by paragraphs. 

The Preamble, contained in three clauſes 
or ſections, was agreed to without alte- 
7 ation. | 
The een being the put on the 
whole of the propoſed Conſtitution, as 
now amended, the ſame was unanimouſly 


agreed to, as follows: 


X 2 A Gene- 


1 3 


A General Conlinition of the Phe, 
Epi ſcopal Church, in the” United Sta lates "oy 


America. 


WI HERE As, in the courſe of Di- 

vine Providence, the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in the United States of America is 
become independent of all foreign autho- 
rity, civil and eccleſiaſtical : | 


And whereas, at a meeting of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies of the ſaid Church, in 


' ſundry of the ſaid States, vix. in the States 


of Maſſachuſetts, Rhode Iſland, Connec- 
ticut, New York, New Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, held in 
the city of New York, on the 6th and 
-th days of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1784, it was recommended to this 
Church in the faid States repreſented as 
| aforeſaid, and propoſed to this Church 
in the States not repreſented, that they 
ſhould ſend Deputies to a Convention to 

be 


Zi 157 1 1 
be held in the city of Philadelphia, on 

the Tueſday before the feaſt of St. Mi- 
chael, in the year of our Lord 178 5» in or- 


der to unite in a Conſtitution of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Government, agreeably to certain funda- 
mental principles expreſſed in the ſaid re- 
commendation and propoſal: | 

And whereas, in conſequence of the 
ſaid recommendation and propoſal, Cleri- 
cal and Lay Deputies have been duly ap- 
pointed from the ſaid Church in the States 
of New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and South 
Carolina : be 

The fajd Deputies being now aſſembled, 
and taking into confideration the 1mpor- 
tance of maintaining uniformity in doc- 
trine, diſcipline, and worſhip, in the ſaid 
Church, do hereby determine and declare, 

I. That there ſhall be a general Con- 
vention of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church 
in the United States of America, which 
ſhall be held in the city of Philadelphia, 


ON 


. 

on the third Tueſday in June, in the year 
of our Lord 1786, and for ever after, 
once in three years on the fourth Tueſday 
of July, in ſuch place as ſhall be deter- 
mined by the Convention ; and ſpecial 
meetings may be held at ſuch other times 
and in ſuch place as ſhall be hereafter 
provided for; and this Church, in a ma- 
Jority of the States aforeſaid, ſhall be re- 
preſented before they ſhall proceed to bu- 
 fineſs; except that the repreſentation of 55 
this Church from two States ſhall be ſuf- 
| ficient to adjourn; and in all buſineſs of 
the Convention freedom of debate ſhall be 
allowed. . 
II. There ſhall be a repreſentation of 
both Clergy and Laity of the Church in 
each State which ſhall confiſt of one or 
more Deputies, not exceeding four, of 
each order, choſen by the Convention of 
each State; and in all queſtions the faid 
Church in each State ſhall have but one 


. vote; 


5 | 


1 


vote; and a majority of e, ſhall be 


concluſive. | 

III. In the faid Church in every 1 
repreſented in this Convention, there ſhall 
be a Convention conſiſting of the Clergy 
and Lay Deputies of the congregations. 
IV. The Book of Common Prayer, 
« and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 


„ Church, according to the uſe of the 


« Church of England,” ſhall be conti- 
nued to be uſed by this Church, as the 


fame is altered by this Convention, in a 


certain inſtrument of writing paſſed by 
their authority, entituled, Alterations 
of the Liturgy of the Proteſtant Epiſ- 
. copal Church, in the United States of 


« America, in order to render the ſame 
©. conformable to the American revolution and 


&« the conſtitutions of the reſpective ſlates.” 
V. In every State where there ſhall be 

a Biſhop duly conſecrated and ſettled, and 

who ſhall have acceded to the articles of 


_ this” 


: 1 
1 
i 
! 
" 
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this Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, . he ſhall LT 


be conſidered as a member of the General 
8 Convention ex officio; and a Biſhop ſhall "I 
always preſide i in the General Convention, 
if any of the Epiſcopal Order be preſent. 5 
VI. The Biſhop or Biſhops in every . 
State ſhall be choſen agreeably to ſuch 
rules as ſhall be fixed by the Convention A 
of that State : and every Biſhop of this 
Church ſhall confine the exerciſe of his 
epiſcopal office to his proper juriſdiction ; 
unleſs requeſted to ordain or confi irm, or 
perform any other act of the Epiſcopal of- 
fice, by any church deſtitute of a Biſhop. 
VII. A Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in 
any of the United States not now repre- 
ſented, may at any time hereafter be ad- 
mitted, on acceding to the articles of this 
union. : 
. Every Clergyman, whether Bi- 
ſhop. or Preſbyter, or Deacon, ſhall be 
amenable to the authority of the Conven- 
tion in the State to which he belongs, ſo 


far | 


7 a } 
fr as relates to ſuſpenſion or removal from 


office ; and the Convention in each State 
| ſhall inſtitute rules for their conduct, and 


an equitable mode of trial. And at every 


trial of a Biſhop, there ſhall-be one or more 
of the epiſcopal order preſent ; and none 


but a Biſhop ſhall pronounce ſentence of 
depoſition or degradation from the miniſtry 
on any Clergyman, whether Biſhop,” or 
Preſbyter, or Deacon. | 
IX. And whereas it is e to this 
Convention to be the general deſire of the 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in theſe States, 
that there may be farther alterations of 


the Liturgy than ſuch as are made neceſ- 


ſary by the American revolution 3 there- 
* the Book of Common Prayer, and 

Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
66 other Rites and Ceremonies as re- 
viſed and propoſed to the uſe of the Pro- 


L teſtant Epiſcopal Church, at a Conven- 


tion of the ſaid Church in the States of 
* New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania,” 
Y „ Dela- 


ws 
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16 „Barbare Maryland; Virginia, and 
< South Carolina,” may be uſed by he 
Church! in ſuch of the States as have adopt- 
ed or may adopt the ſame in their particu- 
lar Conventions, till further proviſion is 
made, in this caſe, by the firſt General 
Convention which ſhall aſſemble with ſuffi- 
cient power to ratify a Book of Common & 
Prayer for the Church in theſe States. 

EX. No perſon ſhall be ordained, until 
due examination had by the Biſhop and two 
Preſbyters, and exhibiting teſtimonials of 
his moral conduct for three years paſt, 
ſigned by the Miniſter and a majority of 
the Veſtry of the Church where he has laſt 
| reſided ; or permitted to officiate as a Mi- 
niſter in this Church, until he has exhi- 
bited his letters of ordination, and ſub- 
ſeribed the following declaration, I do 
<<. believe the holy ſcriptures of the Old 
te and New Teſtament to be the word of 
God, and to contain all things neceſſary 
ee to our ſalvation ; and I do ſolemnly en- 


40 gage 
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Ll gage to conform to the dodtrines. and 
44 worſhip of the Proteſtant | Epiſcopal 


6 Church in theſe United States. he 
. The conſtitution of the Proteſtant 
Epiſcopal Church in the United. States of 


ee when ratified by the Church in 
a majority of the States aſſembled in Gene- | 


ral Convention, with ſufficient power for 
the purpoſe of ſuch ratification, ſhall be 


unalterable by the Convention of any par- ; 
= ticular State, which bath been repreſented | 


at the time of ſuch ratification. | 
Adjourned to ten o 'clock to-morrow, 85 


SATURDAY, _ of Fune, 1786, 
The Convention met. 
The Committee appointed for char pur- 
poſe, reported an anſwer to the letter from 


the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of England, 
On motion by Mr. Halſted, 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to | 


i the Conventions of this Church in the 


T4. ſeveral 


3 „ 
ſeveral Stites repteſented in this Convetl- 


N 


tion, that they authoriſe and e N 
their deputies to the next General: Convent 
tiari,. after we ſhall: have obtained a Biſhop 


itution, reſpecting 
both the doctrine and'difeipline of the Pros 
teſtant OOO end in the mona 
Stafes:of America. 

On motion, Refaves, That x 4 thanks 
of: this Convention be given to the Revi 
Dr. White, ſur his Sermon at the opening 
of this: Convention; and that he be re- 
queſted to have the ſame printed. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention be given to his Excellency John 
Adams, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at the court of London to 
che Hon. Richard Henry Lee, late Prefis 
dent of Congreſs; to the Hon. John Jay, 
Secretary for foreign affairs; and to Rich- 

ard Peters, Eſq. for their kind attention to 

)) alt =, £5. ot 


K 1765 9.7 | 
the aidceins of Mis Church: io the 
Preſident be deſired to tranſit che fame. 
. . 609d That 40 mm 


10 Rev. Mr: Griffith „ Pesdkhtz 1 5 
Dr. Smith, Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Mr. 
Provoſt, - Hon. John Jay; Hm. n 


Duane, Samuel Powell, and F Koike 
Einſon, Eſquires. PE „ 99 


e That the Rev. De Wins 
r. Dr. Magaw, Me: Blackwell; and F. Hop- 


kinſon, Eſquire, be a Committee for pub- 
liſhing” the Journals of this Convention. 


Adjourned, to meet at Chriſt Church : 


to-morrow afternoon, immediately after 
divine ſervice. | EN 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 2575 of June, 1786. 


The Convention met. 
The Hon. Mr. Jay, a *. FED 


New 


8 On 
\ oO — ——4—äͤöö — D222 — - - 


1 855 166 * 


W Vork, attended, ad took his fea 5 


in Convention. 
Some objections 8 g ave ann to 


: the draft of an anſwer to the letter from 


the Archbithops and Milos, of England, 
the ſame was re-committed. ED 
On motion made and ſeconded,” Mr. J ay 


and Mr. Hopkinſon were added to this 


Committee. : , 
Adjourned | to eleven o'clock 1 to-morrow. 


8 26th of 5 | 


The Convention met. 


The Committee reported a draft of an 


Aer to the letter from the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops of England, which, being 
read and conſidered, was agreed to, and i is 
as follows: 


To 


OY 


" 
# ; 
" q * — 
Is * SWF, 
0 « 
©” I ud * 
x . 


To the 22 Reverend and Right. Reverend 
| Fathers in God, the AxcuBIsHoPs and | 
Bisnors of the Church of England. 


Me Worthy and Vener able 
„Fra! „ h a 


in 


Ws, the Clerical 5 1 Deputies of | 
the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, in the 
States of New York, New Jerſey, Penn- 

ſylvania? Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

and South Carolina, have received the 
friendly and affectionate letter which your 
Lordſhips did us the honor to write on 
the 24th day of February, and for which we 


requeſt you to accept our ſincere and grate- 
ful acknowledgments. 
It gives us pleaſure to be affured, that | 
the ſucceſs of our application will probably 
meet with no greater obſtacles than what 
have ariſen from doubts reſpecting the ex- 
tent of the alterations we have made and 


- - | | pro- 


! 4% 

N ii _ we are 3 to learn, a | 
” 328 no palitical impediments oppole 1 us here,. 
thoſe which at preſent exiſt i in . 
may be removed. . | Ge 3 
While doubt re remain of our continaing 
to hold the ſame eſſential articles of faith 
and diſcipline with the Church of Eng- 
land, we acknowledge tlie propriety of 
ſuſpending a compliance with our requeſt. 
We are unanimous and explicit in aſſur- 
ing your Lordſhips, that we neither have 
departed, nor propoſe to depart, from the 
doctrines of your Church. We have re- 
tained the ſame diſcipline and forms of 
worſhip, as far as was conſiſtent with our 
civil conſtitutions ;. and we have made no 
alterations or omiſſions in the Book of 
Common Prayer, but ſuch as that conſi - 
deration preſcribed, and ſuch as were cal- 
culated to remove objections, which it ap- 
peared to us more conducive to union and 
general content to obviate, than to diſpute. 
It is well | Known that m great and 


pious 


T3 
pious men of the Church of England have 
long wiſhed for a reviſion of the Liturgys 
which it was deemed i imprudent to ha- 
zard, leſt it might become a precedent: for 

repeated and improper alterations. This 

is with us the proper ſeaſon for ſuch a re- 


viſion. We are now ſettling and order- | 


ing the affairs of our Church, and, if © - 
wiſely done, we ſhall have reaſon to pro- 
miſe ourſelves all the advantages that can, 
reſult from ſtability and union. 

We are anxious to compleat our Epiſ. 
copal ſyſtem by means of the Church of 
England. We eſteem and prefer it, and 
with gratitude acknowledge the patronage 
and favours for which, while connected, 
we have · conſtantly been indebted to that 
Church, Theſe conſiderations, added to 
that of agreement in faith and worſhip, 
_ preſs us to repeat our former requeſt, and 

to endeavour to remoye your preſent hefita» 
Yon, by ſending you our 3 Eccles 
. MY 


Be 


N 
fiaſtical Conſtitution and Book of Common 
. 

Theſe documents,” we truſt, will af- 
ford a full anſwer to every queſtion that 
can ariſe on the ſubject. We conſider 
your Lordſhips' letter as very eandid and 
kind; we repoſe full confidence in the aſ- 
ſurances it gives; and that confidence, to- 
gether with the liberality and catholiciſm 
of your venerable body, leads us to flatter 
ourſelves, that you will not diſclaim a 
branch of vour Church merely for having 
been in your Lordſhips' opinion, if that 
ſhould be the caſe, pruned rather more 
cloſely that its ſeparation ara Ry 
TBS. 

We have only to add, that, as k our 
Church in fundry of theſe States hath al- 
ready proceeded to the election of perſons 
to be ſent for conſecration, and others may 
ſoon proceed to the ſame, we pray to be 
favoured with as ſpeedy an anſwer to this 


our ſecond addreſs, as, in your great good- 
neſs, 


1. * 


neſs, you were pleaſed to give to our for- 


mer one. No 
1 We are, + 
Vith great and fincere reſdedt, 
Moft worthy and venerable Prelates, 
WDur obedient a! | 
Chriſt Surch, Very Humble ſervants, 
Philadelphia, | 
* 26, 1788. V/F-ReG1:N- I A. 
David GrieriTH, Prefident. 
CyRUs GrIFFIN. 
NEW YORK 
SAMvUEL PRrovosT, Rector of 
Trinity Church, New York. 
JoshuA BLOOMER, Rector of 
Jamaica, Long Iſland. 
JohN Jay. 
NEW JERSEY. 
| ABRAHAM BEACH, Rector of 
_ Chriſt Church, New Brunſ- 
wick. 
James PARKER. 
 MarTTaias HALrsTED. 
Z 2 PENN. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, 


WIILIAM Write, D. D, 

ERector of Chriſt Church 

2d Si. Peter's. TG 

| Samvtr Macaw, D. D. Vice 
Provoft of the Univerſity of 
Pennſylvania, and Rector 
St. Paul's. 

RokERT BLACKWELL, . 
tant Minifter of Chriſt . 
and St. Peter's. 

SAMUEL PoWELL. 

F RANCIS HoPK1NSON. 


DELAWARE, 


| SYDENHAM T'HORNE, Rector of 
Chriſt Church and St. Paul's. 
CuaARLES H. WAR TON, D. D. 
Retior Emanuel Church, 
New Caſtle. 
RokkRT CLAY. 
Nicholas RIDGELEY. 

MAR * 


4 Ws 1 


MARYLAND. 
WILLIAM Smiru, D. D. 
ee Principalof Waſhington Col. 
lege, and Rector ebe | 
Parifh. ORF 
WILLIAM SMITH, Rector of 

| Stepney Pariſh. 


"SOUTH CAROLINA. 
RoBERT SMITH, Rector of St. 
Philip's Church,  Charleſ- 
"a. 7 
JohN PaRKER. 


A fair copy of che above bein g engroſſed 
and compared at the table, the ſame was 
ſigned by the members preſent, and deli- 
vered to the Committee of Correſpondence, 
to be forwarded to England. 5 | 
Reſolved, That the Committee of Corre- 
FN pondence be cenpowered + to call a General 
Conven- 


Lin I: 

Convention, whenever a majority of the 
ſaid Committee ſhall think it neceffary. 
It was determined by ballot, that Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, ſhall be 
the next place of meetin g. 
Ręſolved, That the thanks of hs 4 Co | 
vention be given to the Preſident for his im- 
partial and diligent * of the duties of 
his office. | — 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Con- | 
vention be given to Francis . Hopkinſon, 

Eſq. for his diligence in the diſcharge of 
his duty as Secretary. : 
 * Reſolved, That the Preſident be requeſted 
to open the next Convention with a ſermon. 


The Convention adjourned, ine die. 
Signed, by order of the Convention, 
| DAVID GRIFFITH, Preſident. 


Francis HoyxI1NsoN, Secretary. 


TuxspAv, 
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Tossbar, 101 of October, 178. 


Ol motion , the letters a PER 
the laſt meeting, from the Archbi ſhops of 
England, with the forms of teſtimonials, 


and act of Parliament, incloſed and referred 


to, be now read, and they were read ac- 
cordingly, in the words following: 
70 the Committee of the General Convention at 
Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. White, Prefi- 
dent, the Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Mr. 
Provoſt, the Hon. James Duane, Samuel 
Piorvell, and Richard Peters, Efqrs. 


Mr. PRESIDENT and GENTLEMEN, 


INPLUENCED by the fame ſentiments 
of fraternal regard expreſſed by the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops in their anſwer-to your 
addreſs, we defire you to be perſuaded, that 
if we have not yet been able to comply with 


your 
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your requeſt, the delay has proceeded hows 5 
no tardineſs on our part. The only cauſe 
of it has been the uncertainty in which we 
were left, by receiving your addreſs unac- 
companied by thoſe communications with 
regard to your Liturgy, Articles, and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution, without the knowledge 
of which we could not preſume to apply to 
the Legiffature for ſuch powers as Were ne- 
ceſſary to the completion of your wiſhes. 
The Journal of the Convention, and the 
firſt part of your Liturgy, did not reach us 
till more than two months after our receipt 
of your addreſs ; and we were not in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the remaining part of it, and of your 
articles, till the laſt day of April. The 
whole of your communications was then, 
with as little delay as poſſible, taken into 
| conſideration at a meeting of the Archbi- 
ſhops and fifteen of the Biſhops, being all 
who were then in London and able to at- 
tend; and it was impoſſible not to obſerve, 
with concern, that if the eſſential doctrines 
9 | of 


„„ og 1} 
ot our common faith were retained, leſs re- 
ſpect however was paid to our Liturgy than 
its own excellence, and your declared at- 8 | 
tachment to it, had led us to expect: not 
to mention a variety of verbal alterations, of 
the neceſſity or propriety of which we are 
by no means ſatisfied, we faw with grief, 
that two of the confeſſions of our Chriſtian 
Faith, reſpectable for their antiquity, have 
been entirely laid aſide; and that even in 
that which is called the Apoſtles Creed, an 
article is omitted, which was thought ne- 
ceſſary to be inſerted, with a view to a par- 
ticular hereſy, in a very early age of the 
Church, and has ever ſince had the vene- 
rable ſanction of univerſal reception, Ne- 
vertheleſs, as a proof of the ſincere deſire 
which we feel to continue in ſpiritual com- 
munion with the members of your church 
in America, and to complete the orders of 
your miniſtry, and truſting that the com- 
munications which we ſhall make to vou, 
on che ſubject of cheſe and ſome other alte- 


Aa rations, 


Pega 4%, 
1 
\ 
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_ rations, will 158 1 4 ela, we 
1 under theſe circumſtauces, pre- 
bee a bill for conveying to us the powers 
neceſſary for this purpoſe. It will! in a few 
days be preſented to Parliament, and we 
have the beſt reaſons to hope that it _ re- ; 
ceive the aſſent of the Legiſlature. 
bill will enable the Archbiſhops and We 
to give Epiſcopal Conſecration to the per- 
ſons who ſhall be recommended, without 
requiring from them any oaths or ſubſcrip- 
tions, inconſiſtent with the ſituation in 
which the late Revolution has placed them; 
upon condition that the full ſatisfaction of 
the ſufficiency of the perſons recommended, 
which. you offer to us in your addreſs, be 
given to the Archbithaps and Biſhops, You 
will doubtleſs receive it as a mark both of 
our friendly diſpoſition towards you, and of 
our deſire to avoid all delay on this occa- 
fion, that we have taken this earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of conveying to you this intelligence, 
and that we n (as ſuppoſing ourſelves 
inveſted 
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inveſted . that power. which for your 
| fakes we have requeſted) to ſtate to you 
particularly the ſeveral heads, upon which 
that ſatisfaction which you offer, will be ac- 
cepted, and the mode in which it may be 
” given. The anxiety which is ſhewn by the 
Church of England to prevent the intruſion 
of unqualified perſons into even the inferior 
offices of our Miniſtry, confirms our own 
ſentiments, and points it out to be our 
duty, very earneſtly to require the moſt 
deciſive proofs of | the qualifications of 
thoſe who may be offered for admiſfion to 
that order, to which the ſuperintendence of 
thoſe offices is committed. At our ſeveral 
ordinations of a Deacon and a Prieſt, the 
candidate ſubmits himſelf to the examination 
of the Biſhop as to his proficiency in learn- 
ing ; he gives the proper ſecurity of his. 
ſoundneſs in the Faith by the ſubſcriptions 
which are made previouſly neceſſary; he is 
required to bring teſtimonials of his virtu- 
ous converſation during the three preceding 
A a 2 years; 
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years; and that no mode of inquiry may 
be omitted, public notice of his offering 
himſelf to be ordained is given in the pariſh 
church where he reſides or miniſters, and 
the people are ſolemnly called upon to de- 
clare, if they know any impediment for the 
which he ou ght not to be admitted. At 
the time of ordination too the ſame ſolemn 
call is made on che con gregation then pre- 
ſent. | 
Examinations, ſubſcription and teſtimo- 
nials are not indeed repeated at the conſe- 
cration of an Engliſh Biſhop, becauſe the 


perſon to be conſecrated has added to the 


ſecurities given at his former ordinations, 
that ſanction which ariſes from his having, 
conſtantly lived and exerciſed his miniſtry 
under the eyes and obſervation of his coun- 

try. But the objects of our preſent conſide- 
ration are very differently circumſtanced ; 
their ſufficiency in learning, the ſoundneſs 
of their faith, and the purity of their man- 
ners, are not matters of notoriety here ; 


means, 
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means therefore muſt be found to ſatisfy the 
Archbiſhop who conſecrates, and the Bi- 
ſhops who preſent them, that, in the words 
of our church, They be apt and meet 


4 for their learning and godly converſation, 


<« to exerciſe their miniſtry duly to the ho- 


+ nour of God, and the edifying of his 


church, and to be wholeſome examples 


and patterns to the flock of Chriſt.” 

With regard to the firſt qualification, ſuf- 
 ficiency in good learning, we apprehend that 
the ſudjecting a perſon, who is to be ad- 
mitted to the office of a Biſhop in the church, 
to that examination which is required pre- 
vious to the ordination of Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, might leſſen that reverend eſtimation 
which ought never to be ſeparated from the 
Epiſcopal character: we therefore do not re- 
quire any farther ſatisfaction on this point 


khan will be given to us by the forms of 


teſtimonials in the annexed paper ; fully 


truſting that thoſe who ſign them will be 


well aware, how greatly incompetence in 


this 
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this reſpect muſt leſſen the weight and au- 
thority of the Biſhop, and affect the credit 

of the Epiſcopal Church. rr ict 

Under the ſecond head, that of ſubſcrip- 

tion, our deſire is to require that ſubſerip- 

tion only to be repeated, which you have 
already been called upon to make by the 

Tenth Article of your Eccleſiaſtical Conſti- 
tution: but we ſhould forget the duty which 
we owe to our own Church, and act in- 
conſiſtently with that ſincere regard which 
we bear to yours, if we were not explicit 
in declaring, that, after the diſpoſition we 
have ſhewn to comply with the prayer of 
your addreſs, we think it now incumbent 
upon you to uſe your utmoſt exertions alſo 
for the removal of any ſtumbling block of 
oftence, which may poſſibly prove an ob- 
ſtacle to the ſucceſs of it. We therefore 
moſt earneſily exhort you, that previouſly | 
to the time of your making ſuch ſub- 
ſcription, you reſtore to its integrity the 
| Apoſtles” Creed, in which you have omitted 


an 
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an article merely, as it ſeems, from miſap- 
prehenſion of the ſenſe in which it is under- 
ſtood by our church, nor can we help ad- 
ding, that we hope you will think it but a 
deceit proof of the attachment which you 
profeſs to the ſervices of our Liturgy, to give 
to the other two creeds a place in your Book 
| of Common Prayer, even though the uſe 
of them ſhould be left diſcretional. We 
| ſhould be inexcuſable too, if at the time | 
when you are requeſting the eſtabliſhment 
of Biſhops in yourchurch, wedid not ſtrong- 
ly repreſent to you that the Eighth Article 
of your Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution appears 
| to us to be a degradation of the Clerical, 
and ſtill more of the Epiſcopal' character. 
We perſuade ourſelves, that in your enſu- 
ing Convention, ſome alteration will be 
thought neceſſary in this article, before this 
reaches you; or, if not, that due attention 
will be given to it in conſequence of our 


repreſentation. 


On 
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On the Mat. and laſt head, which re- 


ſpects purity of manners, the reputation of 
the church, both in England and America, 


and the intereſt of our common, Chriſtianity, 


is ſo deeply concerned in it, that we feel it 
our indiſpenſable duty to provide, on this 
| ſubject, the moſt effectual ſecurities. It is 
preſumed that the ſame. previous public no- 
tice of the intention of the perſon to be con- 
ſecrated will be given in the church where 


he reſides in America, for the ſame reaſons, 


and therefore nearly in the fame form, with 
that uſed in En gland before our ordinations. 

The call upon the perſons preſent at the 
time of conſecration, muſt be deemed of 

little uſe before a congregation compoſed of 
thoſe to whom the perſon to be conſecrated 
is unknown. The teſtimonials ſigned by 
perſons living in England admit of reference 
and examination, and the characters of thoſe 
who give them are ſubject to ſcrutiny, and, 
in cafes of criminal deceit, to puniſhment. 


: In * as theſe circumſtances are leſs 
appli- 
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applicable to teſtimonials from America, 
thoſe! teſtimonials muſt be more explicit, 
and ſupported by a greater number of fig- 
natures. We therefore think it neceſſary 
that the ſeveral perſons, candidates for Epiſ- 
copal conſecration, ſhould bring to us botly 

a teſtimonial, from the General Convention 
of the Epiſcopal Church, with as many fig- 
natures as can be obtained, and a more par- 
| ticular one, from the reſpective Conventions 
in thoſe States which recommend them. It 
will appear from the tenor of the letters 
teſtimonial uſed in England, a form of 
which is annexed, that the miniſters who 

ſign them bear teſtimony to the qualifica - 
tions of the candidates on their own perſonal 
knowledge. Such a teſtimony is not to be 
expected from the members of the General 
Convention of the Epiſcopal Church in, 
America on this occaſion. We think it 
ſufficient, therefore, that they declare they, 

know no impediment, but believe the perſon - 
to be conſecrated is of a virtuous life and 
B ' _ •˖ 
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ſound faith; we have ſent you ſuch a form 
as appears to us proper to be uſed for that 
purpoſe. More ſpecific declarations muſt 
; be made by the members of the Conven- 
tion in each State from which the perſons. 
offered for conſecration are reſpectively re- 
commended ; their perſonal knowledge of 
them there can be no doubt of; we truſt, 
therefore, they will have no objection to 
the adoption of the form of a teſtimonial : 
which is annexed and drawn up upon the 
ſame principles and containing the ſame at- 
teſtations of perſonal knowledge with that 
above mentioned, as required previouſly to 
our ordinations ; we truſt we ſhall receive 
theſe teſtimonials ſigned by ſuch a majo- 
rity in each Convention that recommend, 
as to leave no doubt of the fitneſs of the 
candidates upon the minds of thoſe whoſe 
conſciences are concerned in the conſe- 
cration of them. 
Thus much we have thought it right to 
communicate to you, without reſerve, at 


Pont, 


þ 1874 
preſent, intending to give you further in- 
formation as ſoon as we are able; in the 
mean time, we pray God to direct your 
counſels in this very weighty matter, and 
ö are, Mr. Preſident and Gentlemen, be 


Your Naum, Brethren, 


J. CANTUAR. 
W. Enos. 


Form n of a Te -Nimonial for ph Orders in 
En n. 


Ta the Right Reverend F ather in God 
Divine permiſſion Lord Biſhop of — 


WIA whoſe names are here underwrit- 
ten, teſtify, from our perſonal knowledge 
of the life and behaviour of A. B. for the 
ſpace of three years laſt paſt, that he hath 
during that time lived piouſly, ſoberly and ; 

honeſtly. Nor hath he at any time, as far 


as we know or believe, written, tau ght, 
nM. | or 
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or held, any thing contrary to che doe- 
trine or diſcipline of the Church of Eng- 

land. And mareoyer, we think him a per · 

ſon worthy to be admitted to the ſacred | 

order of Prieſt, In witneſs whereof, we 
have hereunto ſet our hands. Dated the | 


— day of ———, in the year of our 
Lor. d — . 


Tęſiimony from the General Convention, 


WZ whoſe names are underwritten, ful. 
ly ſenfible how important it 1s, that the 

ſacred office of a Biſhop ſhould not be un- 
worthily conferred, and firmly perſuaded 
that it is our duty to bear our teſtimpny on 
this ſolemn occaſion, without partiality or 
affection, do, in the preſence of Almighty 
God, teſtify, that A. B, is not, as far as 
we are informed, juſtly liable to evil re- 
port either for error in religion, or for vi- 
ciouſneſs in life; and that we do not know 
or believe chere! is any impediment or no- 


table 
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table crime, on account of which he oughs 
not to be conſecrated to that holy office, 
but that he hath led his life, for the three 
years laſt paſt, piouſly, on and ho- 


neſtly. ; 


Teftimony fram the Members of the Convention 
in the State from whence the perſon is re- 
commended for conſecration. | 


WE, whoſe names are under written, 
fully ſenſible how important it is that the 
ſacred office of a Biſhop ſhould not be un- 
worthily conferred, and firmly perſuaded 
that it is our duty to bear teſtimony on this 
ſolemn occaſion without partiality or affec- 
tion, do, in the preſence of Almighty God, 
teſtify, that A. B. is not, ſo far as we are 
informed, juſtly liable to evil report either 
for error in religion, or for viciouſneſs of 
life ; and that we do not know or believe 
there is any impediment or notable crime 
for which he ought not to be conſecrated 
to 
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to that holy office. We do moreover joints 
ly and ſeverally declare, that, having per» 
ſonally known him for three years laſt 
paſt, we do in our conſciences believe him 
to be of ſuch ſufficiency in good learning, f 

ſuch ſoundneſs ; in the faith, and of ſuch . 
virtuous and pure manners and godly con- 
verſation, that he is apt and meet to exer- 
ciſe the office of a Biſhop, to the honour 
of God, and the edifying of his Church, 
and to be an wholeſome example to the 
flock of Chriſt, 


| Canterbury, Fuly 4th, 1786. : 
To the Committee of the General Convention, 
Sc. Sc. 


Gentlemen, 


TRR encloſed Act, being now paſſed, I 
have the ſatisfaction of communicating it to 
you. It is accompanied by a copy of a let- 
ter, and ſome forms of teſtimonials, which 


I ſent 
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I ſent you by the packet of laſt month. It 
is the opinion here, that no more than 
three Biſhops ſhould be conſecrated for the 
United States of America ; who may con- 
ſecrate others at their return, if more. be 


found neceflary. But whether we can con- 


ſecrate any, or not, muſt yet depend on 
the anſwers we may receive, to what we 
have written. 


I am your humble ſervant, © 


J. CanTuas. 


« An ACT to empower the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, or the Archbiſhop of York, for 
the time being, to conſecrate 10 the office of 


Biſhop, perſons being ſubjefts or citizens 


of countries out of His Majeſty's Dom- 


ions. 
LY » 


WHEREAS by the laws of this realm 


no. perſon can be conſecrated to the office 
of a Biſhop, without the King's licence for 
N his 
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his election to that office, and the Royal 
mandate under the great ſeal for his con- 


firmation and conſecration; and whereas 


every perſon who ſhall be conſecrated to 
the ſaid office is required to take the oaths | 
of allegiance and ſupremacy, and alſo the 

oath of due obedience to the Archbiſhop : 
and whereas there are divers perſons ſub+ 
jects or citizens of countries out of His 
| Majeſty's dominions, inhabitin g and reſid- 
ing within the ſaid countries, who profeſs 
the public worſhip of Almighty God, ac- 
cording to the principles of the Church of 
England, and who, in order to provide a 
regular ſucceſſion of Miniſters for the ſer- 
vice of their church, are-defirous of having 
certain of the ſubjects or citizens of thoſe N 
countries conſecrated Biſhops according to 
the form of conſecration in the Church of 
England: Be it enacted by the King's Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons in this preſent 
Parlia- 


1 7 2931 
8 raſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, that from and after the paſling 


| of this act, it ſhall and may be lawful o 


and for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or 

the Arehbiſhop of York, for the time be- 
ing, together with ſuch other Biſhops as 
they ſhall call to their aſſiſtance, to conſe- 


crate perſons, being ſubjects or citizens of 
- countries out of His Majeſty's Dominions, 


Biſhops for the purpoſes aforeſaid, with- 
out the King's licence for their election, or 
the Royal mandate under the great ſeal for 


their confirmation and conſecration, and 


without. requiring them to take the oaths 
of allegiance and ſupremacy, and the oath 
of due obedience to the Archbiſhop for the 
time being. Provided always, that no per- 


ſons ſhall be conſecrated Biſhops in the 


manner herein provided until the Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury or the. Archbiſhop of 


York for the time being ſhall have firſt. 


applied for, and obtained, His Majeſty's 
licence, by warrant under his Royal ſignet 
Cc 
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and ſign manual, authorizing and em power- 
ing him to perform ſuch conſecration, and 


expreſſing the name or names of the per- 
ſons ſo to be conſecrated ; nor until the ſaid 
Archbiſhop has been fully aſcertained of 
their ſufficiency 1 in good learning, of the 
ſoundneſs of their faith, and of the purity 
of their manners. Provided alſo, and be 
it hereby declared, that no perſon or per- 
ſons conſecrated to the office of a Biſhop in 
the manner aforeſaid, nor any perſon or 

perſons deriving their conſecration from or 
under any Biſhop ſo conſecrated, nor any 
perſon or perſons admitted to the order of 
Deacon or Prieſt by any Biſhop or Biſhops 
ſo conſecrated, or by the ſucceſſor or ſue- 
ceſſors of any Biſhop or Biſhops ſo conſe- 
crated, ſhall be thereby enabled to exerciſe 
his or their reſpective office or offices with- 
in His Majeſty's dominions. | Provided al- 
ways, and be it further enacted, that a 
certificate of ſuch conſecration ſhall be gi- 
ven under the hand and ſeal of the Arch- 
| biſhop 


"LW FTE 
' biſhop who conſecrates, containing the 
name of the perſon ſo conſecrated, with 
the addition as well of the country whereof 
heis a ſubject or citizen, as of the church 
in which he is appointed Biſhop, and the 
further deſcription of his not having taken 
the ſaid oaths, being exempted from the 
obligation of ſo doing by virtue of this 


act. | 


Reſolved, That a Committee be now ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration the let- 
ters and papers read, and to report there- 


. 


ON, 


WepnzsDAY, 1745 of October, 1786. 


The Committee, appointed laſt evening, 
to take into conſideration the matters con- 
tained in the letters from the Archbiſhops 
of England delivered in their report; which, 

after mature deliberation, and ſome amend- 
ments, was agreed to and eſtabliſhed, as 
| O EC 2 an 
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an act of this Corporation, and is in the 
words following, VIZ. | 


An ACT of the Coneral Convention by Cle- 
Fial and Lay Deputies of the Proteſtant 
, Epi iſcopal Church, in the States of New- 

York, New Ferſey, Pennſylvania, Dela- 
ware, and South Carolina, held at Nil. 
mington, in the State of Delaware, on 
Wedneſday, the 11th of Oktober, 1786. 


WIREREAS, at a general Convention 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies of the Pro- 
teſtant Epiſcopal Church in ſundry of the 
United States of America, viz. New Vork, 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, 
holden at the city of Philadelphia, on the 
Tueſday before the feaſt of St. Michael, 
in the year of our Lord 1785, and divers 
| ſubſequent days, it was agreed and declar- 
ed, That the Book of Common Prayer 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


cc and 


[97] 
06 and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church, according to the uſe of the 
6 Church of England,” ſhould be conti- 
nued to be uſed by this Church, as the 
ſame was altered by the ſaid Convention, 
in a certain inſtrument of writing, paſſed 
by their authority, entitled, Alterations 
« of the Liturgy of the Proteſtant Epiſ= 
66 copal Church, in the United States of 
America, in order to render the fame 
' «. conformable to the American revolution 
« and the Conſtitutions of the reſpeQive 
44 States,” And it was further agreed 
and declared, that the Book of Common 
Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments and other Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, according to the uſe of the 
Church of England, as altered by an inſtru- 
ment of writing paſſed under the authority 
of the aforeſaid Convention, entitled, © Al- 
4 terations in the Book of Common Prayer 
« and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
: « Church; 
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« Church, according to the us of the 
« Church of England, propoſed and re- 
% commiended to the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
"PE: Church i in the United States of America, 
* ſhould be uſed in this Church, when 
« the ſame ſhould have been ratified by 
<« the Conventions which had reſpectively 
« ſent deputies to the ſaid General Con- 
vention.“ And thereupon the ſaid 
Convention, anxious to complete their 
Epiſcopal ſyſtem, by means of the Church 
of England, did ſubſcribe and tranſmit an 
addreſs to the Moſt Reverend and Right | 
Reverend the Archbiſhops of Canterbury 
and York, and the Biſhops of the Church 
of England, earneſtly entreating that ve- 
nerable body to confer the Epiſcopal cha- 
racter on ſuch petfons as ſhould be recom- 
mended by this Church, in the ſeveral 
States ſo repreſented. 
And whereas the Clerical and Lay 5 
ties of this Church, have received the moſt 
friendly and affectionate letters, in anſwer 


to 


L. 499 f 

to the Grid add reſ s, from the ſaid Archbi- 
| ſhops and Biſhops, opening a fair proſpect 
of the ſucceſs of their ſaid applications : 
but at the ſame time earneſtly exhorting 
this Convention to uſe their utmoſt exer- 
tions for the removal of certain objections, 
by them made, againſt ſome parts of the 
alterations in the Book of Common Prayer 
and Rites and Ceremonies of this Church, 
laſt mentioned : In purſuance whereof, this 
preſent General Convention hath been called 
and is now afſembled ; and being ſincerely 
giſpoſed to give every ſatisfaction to their 
Lordſhips, which will be conſiſtent with 
the union and general content of the Church 
they repreſent; and declaring their ſtedfaſt 
reſolution to maintain the ſame eſſential 
articles of faith and diſcipline with the 
Church of England; 

Now therefore, the ſaid Deputies 90 
hereby determine and declare, | 

First, That in the creed, 8 - 
called The - MN Creed, theſe words 
« He 


« He gend into hell, M ſhall be and con- 5 
tinue a part of that creed. 5 
Secondly, That the Nitene Creed ſhall 
alſo be inſerted in the ſaid Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, immediately after the Apoſtles 
Creed, e with the Rubrick [Ox f 
Tun; f 
And whereas, in conſequence of the ob⸗ 
jections expreſſed by their Lordſhips to 
the alterations in the Book of Common 
Prayer laſt mentioned, the Conventions in 
ſome of the States, " repreſented in this 
general Convention, have ſuſpended the 
ratification and uſe of the ſaid Book of 
Common. Prayer, by reaſon whereof it 
will be improper that perſons to be conſe- 
crated or ordained as Biſhops, Prieſts,” or 
Deacons, reſpectively, ſhould ſubſcribe the 
Declaration contained in the Tenth Article 
of the general Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 5 
without ſome modification: 
8 it is he * determined and 
declared, 
Thirdly, 


2 93 Ter the cual clauſe 6 d . 


: Tubſeribed by A Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon 
bf this church, in any of the States which 


have not already ratified of 3 the haſt 


mentioned Book of Common Prayer, ſhall 


be in the words following: * And I do b. 


te lemtily engage to conform to the doctrine 


& and worſhip of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 


„ Church, "according to the uſe. of the 
te Church of England, as the fame is alter> 


« ed by the General Convention, in a cer | 


| te tain inſtrument of writing, paſſed dy 


8 5 their authority, entitled, Alterations of | 
* the Liturgy of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 


& Church in the United States of America, 
1 in order to render the ſame conformable to 


ic the American revolution and the Conflitution 
«n of the reſpective States, until the new 


* Book of Common Prayer, recommended 
73 by the general eee ſhall be rati- 
te fied or uſed in the State in which I am 


| 1 {Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, as the caſe 
« "mY be} by the authority of the Con- 
D d vention 


vention thereof. And I do further fo 
lemnly engage, chat when the ſaid new 


t 3 


Book of Common Prayer ſhall be rati- 
fied or uſed by the authority of the Con- 

vention in the State for which I am con- 
ſecrated a Biſhop [or ordained a Prieſt 
or Deacon] I will conform to the doc- 


trines and worthip of the Proteſtant 


Epiſcopal Church, as ſettled and deter- 


mined in the laſt- mentioned Book of 


Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, ſet forth by the Gene- 
ral Convention of the Proteſtant Epiſco- 
pal Church 1 in the United States.“ 


And! it is hereby fu rther determined and 


declared, 


That theſe words i 111 i Nate to the 


new propoſed Book of Common Prayer, 


660 


viz. In the creed, commonly called the 


A poſtles Creed, one clauſe is omitted 


Las being of uncertain meaning; and 


together with the note referred to in that 
place, be, from henceforth, no part of the 


Pre- 


— i 
y i wo 
„ 6 
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| Preface to the 1 ſaid e Book ok of Com 


mon Prayer. 


And it is hereby further determined and 
declared, 
That the fourth e of Religian in 


the new-propoſed Book of Common Prayer, 


be altered, to render it conformable to the 


adoption of the Nicene Creed, as follows : 
4 Of the Creeds. The two Creeds, name- 


ly, that commonly called the Apoſtles? - 


„ Creed, and the Nicene Creed, ought to 
66 be received and believed, becauſe they,” 
&c. &c. : 


Done in General Convention, at Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, 
the day and year firſt aforeſaid. 


The firſt queſtion, taken on the report 
of the Committee, was, Whether the words 


« He deſcended into Hell,” ſhould be reſtored 


in the Apoſtles Creed? | 
When the Ayes and Nays being called 


far, the votes were as follow, 
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Dr. Wurre, Aye. 
Dr. Macaw, Aye. 
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mild 1 in the Liturgy of . Na 


_ Epiſcopal Church in the United 2225 of 
America? 


The Ayes and N: ays being taken, were 
as follow: - 


NEW YORK, 


Dr. ProvosrT, No: 5 
Mr. Duane, No. os Nay. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD, No.J 

NEW JERSEY. 
Rev. Mr. OopEN, No. 
Rev. Mr. FR AZ ER, No. 
Mr. Cox, No. Divided. 
Mr. WATLLAcx, Aye. 
Mr. WADDEL, Aye. 1 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dr. Werrs, Now © 7 
Dr. Macaw, No. 
Mr. BLACKWELL, No. 5 
Mr. Hoyx1nson, No. . 
Mr. PowELL, No. f 
Mr. GILrIx, No. 


DELA- 


Mr. Syxzs, No. 
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DELAWARE. 


Dr. Waanton, No. I 


Rev. Mr „ THOR N E, Aye. ö > Divi ded. . 


Mr. GRANTHAM, No. 
SOUTH C AROLINA. 


| You Mr. SurTE, No. $ Nt | 
Mr. RUTLEDGE, Na. + 925 


And fo, i it was determined i in the * 
tive. 

On the plies. Shall the 8th article of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution remain as 
propoſed and publiſhed by the late Conven- 
tion? It was unanimouſly determined in the 
affirmative. 


: Reſolved, That in hc opinion ay this 
Convention, it is proper for thoſe gentle- 


men, who ſhall proceed from any of theſe 
States, for England, for the purpoſe of ob- : 


taining Epiſcopal. Conſecration ; firſt, to 
ſubſcribe either the form directed in the 
ioth 
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Wo ; 3 0 r 45 and chat they ee 7 
F . lodge their ſubſetiptions with the Secretary, 


"x 


Mp taking from him a certificate of their having : 

"od fo one. Err» : 
Reſolved, That he Seeg be defies 
to tranſmit a copy of the proceedings of this 


Convention, 15 dhe ſtanding Committees 7 


; States of Maryland and Virginia, with the 
| uff ffectionate hope of this body, that their 
es brethren. of the faid States, after duly con: | 
ſtcdering the principles on which theſe pros = 
| ceedings have been held, Will e and 1 | 
A dopt tho fame. A: 2 
8 lt vs moved and-ſeconded, a „ 
1 ieee to draft a letter from | 
this Convention to the Archbiſhops of Erig- | 
: land. in anſwer to their late letters. 
And the following gentlemen were * 


W. my ĩð ò „ Ao 


8 accordingly: 
n 


„ 


os Stat 1 Dr. e ant Dr. 


97 * 


w. HARTON.” 
This Committee a: ad 45 1 


time, returned and reported a letter, which, | 
ae few e was * — 8 


bee 2 


4 


2 the auer of Canterbury and nt. 
M; ff Warthy and Venerable Prelates!| 


IN purſuance of your ee | 
cations to the ſanding Committee of our 
Church, received by the June Packet, and 
the letter of his Grace the Archbiſhop off 


- Canterbury, of July the 4th, encloſing the 


act of Parliament ** to empower the Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, or the Archbiſhop of 


York, for the time being, to conſecrate to 
the office of a Biſhop, perſons, being ſub- 
| jets or citizens of countries out of His 
Majeſty's dominions, a general Convention, 


now ſitting, have the honour of offering 
* unanimous and hearty chanks for the 


E o con- 


# 


t % 


continuance my your. Chriſtian attention to 
this Church; and particularly for your hav- 
ing fo. ſpeedily acquired a legal capacity of 
_ complying with the prayer of our former 
addreſſes. e 
Me have taken into our moſt ſerious and 
8 conſideration, the ſeveral matters 
ſo affectionately recommended to us in thoſe 
communications, and whatever could be 
done towards a compliance with your fa- 
_.therly wiſhes and advice, conſiſtently with 
. our local circumſtances, and the peace and : 
unity of our Church, hath been agreed to; 
as, we truſt; will appear from the encloſed 
act of our Convention, which we have the 
honour to tranſmit to you, together with 
the Journal of our Proceedings. N 


Mae are, with great and fincere reſpees, 
ET worthy and venerable Prelates, 
a Your obedient and 


In general Convention, Very humble ſervants "a 
at Wilmington, in | | 


the State of Dela- (By Order) 


3 Oct be 11 ; a oy 
7786. TR * SAM. ProvosrT, Preſident. 


The 


i at | | 
The above letter bein g fairly copied, was” 
ſigned by the NO” in n. of the 
Convention. | 


Fs 


On motion, the States were reſpectively 
called upon to know, if in their ſeveral 


Conventions, any perſon had been elected 
and recommended for Epiſcopal conſecra- 
tion; when it appeared, that the Conven- 


tion of New Vork had elected and re- ö 


commended the Rev. Dr. Samuel Provoſt 


to that office. The members preſent then 


proceeded to ſign his teſtimonials, in the 


form preſcribed by the Archbiſhops of Eng- 


land, for the general Convention. 


The Convention of Pennſylvania had 


elected and recommended the Rev. Dr. 
William White, and his teſtimonials were 
in like manner ſigned by the members pre- 
ſent. 

It appeared alſo, that the Convention of 


Virginia had elected and recommended the 
l 15 Rev. 
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Rev. Dr. David Griffith, and Hs teſtimo- 
nials were accordingly figned, 


Adjourned, fine die . 
Signed, by order of the Convention, 


| SAMUEL PROVOST, Preſident 


Francis HorxINsoN, Secretary. 


' ERRATA in the OBSERVATIONS. 


Page 2, line 6, for forefather read father. 
—— 11, Note, line 3, for Abellars, read Abelians. 


line 4, for Adnoites, read AE. For Aginuii, 


read Agynni. 
line 6, for Audenns read Andrans. 
for Antidicomaſiane, read Autidicomariaxi. 
for Antimmians, read Antinomians. 
line 7, for Anians, read Arrians. 
for Sancarrians, read Semi- Arrians, 
line 8, for Anarcmah, read Arminians. 
— 23. Note, line 9, for incbriety read ebricty, 
—— 33, line 15, after Luo inſert aud believe. 
—— 38, Note, line 2, for ta geable, read taugible. 
— 48, line 8, for belives, read believes. 
— — $0, Note, line 125, for began, read begun. 
— 61, line 16, for bepond, read beyond. 
, line 6, for ſprung, read ſpring. 
—— 69, line 5, for becomes, read become. 
—— $85, line 6, for a title, read or title. 
37, laſt line, inflead of though a Jew, read and a — 
—— 90, lat line, for Centurian, read Centurion. 
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Een OFFICIAL STATE PAPERS. Addreſſed to the Right 8 Hon. 
LorD RAw Do, and the other Members of the Two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, aſſociated for the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, and promoting the 
Proſperity of the Britiſh Empire. By a late Under Secretaty of State. 


The BOOK -of COMMON PRAYER and ADMINISTRATION of the 


SACRAMENT, and other RITES and CEREMONIES, as reviſed and 


propoſed to the Uſe of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, at a Conveation of the 
jaid Church in the States of New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, held at Philadelphia, from Septem- 
ber 27 to October 7, 1765. Philadelphia, printed. London, reprinted. 


THREE TRACTS reſpecting the CONVERSION and INSTRUCTION ef 


the FREE INDIANS and NEGRO SLAVES in the Colonies. Addreſſed to 
the VENERABLE SOCIETY for PROPAGATION of the Gos eEL in foreign Parts, 
in the Year 1768. By WILLIAM Knox, Eſq. A new Edition. 


In Two Volumes, price 19s. half bound and lettered, 


(Containing, beſides an accurate Account of every important Debate, Eſtimate 


of the Debt, Ordinary, and Repairs of the Navy Imports and Exports to and 
from the Britiſh Sugar Colonies—Value of Woollens Exported—Expences at- 
tending Somerſet-Place—Net Produce of the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Stamps, and 
Incidents - Civil Eſtabliſhment of New Brunſwick Number of Veſſels employ- 
ed in the Whale Fiſhery—Various Accounts from he Ordnance —Papers 
moved by the Right Hon. HENRY DUNDAS, on opening his INDIA 
BUDGET, ſhewing the Revenue and Expenditure at the Britiſh Settlements 


in India—Accounts moved by Mr. Hann on the 8 c. 


&c. &c. 
*, Number I. of the preſent Seſſion will be publiſhed in a * Days. 


The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or, A Hiſtory of the Proceedings 
and Debates of the LORDS and COMMONS, during the Laſt Seſſion af Par- 
lament 3 containing an accurate Account of the moſt intereſting Speeches and 
Motions—Accurate Copies of Reſolutions, Bills, Proteſts, Letters, aud Papers, 
lid before Parliament. | | 


Of whom may be had, 
The Parliamentary Regiſter, from the General EleQion i in 1780 to 1786. A 
14 volumes, price Five Guineas, half bound and lettered. 


The Parliamentary Regiſter, from the General Eletion in ob to 1738, in 
10 volumes, price 4l. 158. half bound and lettered. 


The Parliamentary Regiſter, from 1774 to 1780, in 17 volumes. | 


f Letters and other intereſting Papers, relating to the Journey of the Priaceſs of 
0range, in June 1787, illuſtrated with Maps of the Marches of the Praſtian 
umy, and of the country near Amſterdam. Price 58. in boards. 8 


An Hiſtorical Relation of the Origin, Progreſs, and final Diſſolution of the 
overnment of the Rohilla Afgans, in the Northern Provinces of Hindoſtan, 
mpiled from a Perſian Manuſcript and other original Papers, by Charles Ha. 


undo ſtan, elegantly en ſecond edition, price 63. in boards, | 


LETTERS written in HOLLAND, in September and October 1787, by 
omas Bowdler, Eſq. F. R. 8 and 8. A. To which is added, A Collection 


ilton, Eſq. an Officer on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, illuſtrated with a Map of 
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CONSIDERATIONS on The WAR with the TURES, 1 ene en th 
French of M. de Volney. Price 28, 6d. | 5 


OBSERVATIONS on the LAND REVENUE of the CROWN; containin} 


the Origin and Sources of the Land Revenue of England Of various acceſſior 
to, and alienations of, the Crown Lands—Preſent State of the Revenue—M; 
nagement of the Land Revenue—Various Meaſures and Projects concerning t 
Land Revenue: with an Appendix, containing ſeversl intereſting Papers on tt 
ſubject of the Land Revenue, POP woe in — Price 108. 6d. 


boards. 


The REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS appointed to enquire into t! 
State and Condition of the Woods, Foreſts, and Land Revenues of the Crow 
and to ſell or alienate Fee Farm, and other improveable Rents ; containing a Sch: 
dule of all the Manors, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, held by Le: 
from the Crown, with an Account of the laſt Leaſe of each particular Eſtat 
ſhewing. the Names of the Leſſees, the Dates of the Leaſes, the Terms therch 
granted, and Expiration thereof; the yearly Value of each Eftate, by the lat 

Survey or Eſtimate; the Fines paid for ſuch Leaſes ; and the old Rents, increaſe 
Rents, and new Rents, reſerved to the Crown thereupon. 


The above being uniformly printed in Quarto, 008 be had, —_— in or 
e price il. 78. elegantly bound. 


| OBSERVATIONS on the Manakin Trade, and Preſent State of IRE 
LAND. By John Lord Sheffield. Third Edition. Price 78. in boards. 


This Work jacludes the important Queſtion relative to the opening the Po 
of Great Britain to the Mauufactures of Ts and alſo to the Colonial a 
Foreign Produce of that Kingdom. 


OBSERVATIONS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN STATE! 
with an Appendix, containing Remarks on the Trade and Navigation of BRI 
'TAIN, and on the late Proclamations. The Sixth Edition, with conſiderab 
Additions, and ſeveral intereſting Tables. By John Lord Sheffield. Price 


in boards. 
To this Edition is prefixed an Introduction, in reply to the Remarks and Ol 


jeaions which have been publiſhed againſt this Lean 


| A COLLECTION of all the TREATIES of PEACE, ALLIANCE, ar 
COMMERCE, between GREAT BRITAIN. and other Powers, from th 
Treaty figned at Munſter in 1648, to the Treaties ſigned at Paris in 1783. T 
which is prefixed, a Diſcourſe on the Conduct of the Government of Great B 
tain, in reſpect to Neutral Nations, by the Right Honourable Lord Hawkeſbury 
In three volumes octavo. Price 188. in boards. | 


The REMEMBRANCER ; or, Impartial Booby of of Public Eyents.— 
The American War gave riſe to this Work in 1775. Every authentic Pape 
relative to the War, as alſo with France and Spain, whether publiſhed in Englar 
or America, by the Britiſh Miniſtry or the American Congreſs, are all careful 
inſerted in this Work—the Letters of the ſeveral Commanding Officers, Addreſſe 
Reſolutions of the various Committees, Conventions, &c. To theſe have bet 
prefixed, at the deſire of many perſons, a Collection of authentic Papers reſpei! 
ing the Diſpute with America before the Commencement of Hoſtilities, from! 
Reſolutions which gave riſe to the Stamp Act in 1764, to the Battle of Lexirg 
ron in 1775. Complete Sets of this valuable and intereſting Work may he had: 
the Publiſher, in 17 volumes. Price 6l. 6s. half bound and lettered. 
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